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Dear Readers,

The 50th anniversary of the
partnership between the
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic (Lao PDR) and the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) is a special occasion
to celebrate, reflect and look
ahead. Over the last half century, we have witnessed
a steady and substantial progress in the development
of mutual trust and constructive dialogue between the
Government of the Lao PDR and ADB.

The Lao PDR has come a long way the past years.

The poverty headcount has declined from almost

half of the population to below a quarter within 2
decades (1993-2013). The economy expanded on
average by 6.5% per year between 1990 and 2010 and
7%-8% between 2011 and 2015. The government

is committed to achieving the objectives outlined

in the Eighth Five-Year National Socio-Economic
Development Plan, Sustainable Development Goals,
and the goal of graduating from least developed country
status by 2020.

Today, the Government of the Lao DPR enjoys
constructive working relationships with ADB and has
benefited from development cooperation, particularly
in development and expansion of irrigation systems;
improvement of health and living standards; and the
provision of support in water supply, sanitation, health-
care system, hydropower development, education, and
human resource development. | hope that ADB will
continue to be our partner for years to come with the
common objective of poverty reduction, and inclusive
and sustainable development in the Lao PDR.

This commemorative book presents the highlights

of the Lao PDR-ADB partnership and the Lao PDR’s
development path—the past, present, and future.
The Government of the Lao PDR looks forward to
working with ADB and other development partners to
achieve our vision together.

Saleumxay Kommasith
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Dear Readers,

Fifty years have passed since
the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic (Lao PDR) joined
with 30 other countries
to establish the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) in
December 1966. At that time,
the Lao PDR and many of its neighbors were afflicted
by conflict and deep-rooted poverty. ADB-provided
assistance began during this tumultuous time with
the extension of its first loan to the Lao PDR in 1970
to support agricultural development. In the 1980s,
ADB helped electrify large swaths of the country.
This brought electricity to 76 villages in the Vientiane
Plain and expanded the electrification of Luang Prabang,
thus paving the way for growth in tourism.

Another focus of ADB support has been transport,
helping connect remote villages to urban centers and
landlocked Lao PDR to its neighbors, and the world.

In the 1990s, the flagship of the Greater Mekong
Subregion Economic Cooperation Program—the East-
West Economic Corridor project—helped to significantly
boost trade and travel between southern Lao PDR and its
neighbors, creating greater employment and prosperity.

In the 2000s, ADB strengthened support for rural
development, including the Northern and Central
Regions Water Supply and Sanitation Project, which
benefited almost 100,000 people. Today, ADB
continues to support the Lao PDR’s inclusive growth
through urban transport, rural infrastructure, and other
projects and programs that generate employment,
enhance human resource development, and ensure
sustainable natural resource management.

ADB is proud of the role it has played in supporting the
Lao PDR’s advancement, with cumulative assistance,
reaching $3 billion in 2016. With the country’s rich
natural resources, the Lao PDR is well positioned to
continue its impressive economic growth and expand
opportunities for its people.

Stephen P. Groff

Vice-President

East Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific
Asian Development Bank
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Inaugural Meeting of ADB Board of Governors in Tokyo, Japan

24-26 November 1966

Over the past 50 years, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have
worked to reduce poverty and improve the quality of life in the country. The partnership began to take shape in 1968—
less than 2 years after ADB was established, when ADB first extended technical assistance to the Lao PDR to address
economic development challenges.

Based on mutual trust, the partnership strives to understand and respond to the country’s changing development needs
and challenges. In the 1970s through the 1980s, the Lao PDR and ADB focused on infrastructure development, notably
in transport, energy, agriculture, and finance. Cooperation broadened to include rural development, social development,
and the environment in the 1990s through the 2000s. From 2010 onward, regional cooperation and integration have
been further supported. The Lao PDR is making efforts to become eligible to graduate from least developed status

by 2020, under the Eighth National Socio-Economic Development Plan, 2016-2020.

The Lao PDR-ADB partnership has matured after half a century. In celebration of their long-standing partnership, this
commemorative book provides photo documentation spanning 50 years of constructive engagement between the
Lao PDR and ADB.

.F'PARTN ERSHIP, 1966-2016
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ADB assistance to expand power distribution to enable the full use of the Nam Ngum, 1960s

TOGETHER FROM THE BEGINNING
INTHE TROUBLED 1960s

In the 1960s, the country was emerging from colonial rule and suffered from economic stagnation, poverty, and war.
Much of its infrastructure was in ruins, and the country was forced to use scarce foreign exchange to import a large
portion of what it consumed, including food.

Membership in ADB offered financing and technical assistance to spur economic development. On 24 March 1967,
ADB President Takeshi Watanabe visited the country and met with His Royal Highness Prince Souvanna Phouma, the
Lao Prime Minister at that time. During the meeting, the Prime Minister spoke of the country’s development priorities:
the revival of agriculture to feed the people; and new infrastructure, specifically hydropower and roads, to spur economic
growth and reduce poverty.

In April 1968, the Lao PDR government formally requested for ADB support, and 5 months later ADB approved its
first technical assistance for a study on how best to use the Nam Ngum 1 Dam, then being built by a consortium of
development partners.

LAO PDR AND ADB: CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP, 1966-2016
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Mekong River, 1960s
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Engineering consultations mission related to Tha Ngon
Agricultural Development, Vientiane capital, 1960s

TOGETHER FROM THE BEGINNING IN THE TROUBLED 1960s [ 11 ]



STRONGER PARTNERSHIP
AMID CHANGE IN THE 1970s

The Lao PDR remained poor and isolated in the

1970s, battered by armed conflict, constrained by
underdeveloped resources and infrastructure, and
stymied by inward-looking policies. Relations with ADB
strengthened, however, as development assistance
expanded from agricultural development to electric
power generation and distribution, and to water supply
development.

The first ADB loan granted to the Lao PDR in

March 1970, financed road construction and irrigation
schemes to support agricultural development on the
Vientiane Plain and erase the food deficit. The Lao PDR
government and ADB subsequently made it their
highest priority to achieve food sufficiency and help
farmers adopt modern and scientific practices to
increase the production of rice and other crops.

Mountains endow the Lao PDR with opportunities

for hydropower development. In 1974, ADB agreed

to administer the multilaterally funded second stage

of Nam Ngum 1 Dam, with construction from 1976

to 1980. The ADB-financed third stage added a

third turbine in 1984, and another loan granted in

1988 extended power transmission to Luang Prabang
province. Today, ADB continues to finance power
generation, transmission, and distribution infrastructure
for both domestic electrification and sale to neighboring
countries.

The Lao PDR-ADB partnership expanded in 1971
developing electricity distribution and street lighting in
Vientiane and, in 1974, water supply and distribution
infrastructure were developed to meet the country’s
growing needs. Later in the 1970s and through the
1980s, rural electrification on the Vientiane Plain
powered pump irrigation that further expanded

nmudjuadvgativgdunasacaziiugas
wdsdwdganivgiduiagniudionzuanzdna
0139y, 23 iiua 1970

agricultural productivity. The first loan and technical assistance signing

for Tha Ngon Agricultural Development Project,
23 March 1970

[[12 ] LAO PDR AND ADB: CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP, 1966-2016
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Rice cultivation on Vientiane Plain, 1970s Vientiane water supply improvement, 1970s
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Irrigation scheme on Vientiane Plain, 1970s

mARTN ERSHIP, 1966-2016




muyninddisymingrswsg, usasumalajyav, gud 1970

Cash crops cultivation in Hatsayfong district, Vientiane, 1970s
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Training on land preparation for rice plantation on Vientiane Plain, 1970s




1980s

Assistance from ADB to the Lao PDR in the 1980s
concentrated on road and bridge rehabilitation,
improvement, and expansion. Steadily rising financial
support was complemented with technical assistance to
improve engineering design, construction management,
and maintenance. Improving the transport network was
pivotal to the government’s effort to reduce poverty.

The first ADB-assisted road project began in 1983.
Itimproved Route 10 and the feeder roads on the
Vientiane Plain, and provided a new ferry for crossing
the Nam Ngum River. Many other road improvements
ensued, which helped further develop agriculture and
natural resources.

Government attempts to collectivize agriculture in

the 1970s had stagnated production, prompting
market-oriented reform in 1986. This was part of

the Lao PDR’s landmark policy initiative called the

New Economic Mechanism. While recognizing the
dominant role of agriculture and natural resources,
which then contributed 60% of gross domestic product
and more than 80% of employment, the New Economic
Mechanism would, by the end of the decade, liberalize
trade and price controls, end major state monopolies,
rationalize exchange rate, and reform tax and foreign
investment regulations to allow 100% foreign ownership
and the repatriation of after-tax profits.

ADB accounted for only 5% of all lending to the

Lao PDR before 1986, but lending subsequently
increased sharply as areas of intervention broadened
into institution building, human resource development,
and policy advice. In 1986, ADB helped create a master
plan to develop the country’s four southern provinces.
The master plan’s policies focused on promotion of
suitable electricity tariffs, agricultural diversification,
liberalization of agricultural commodity exports, and
the development of agro-processing and viable import
substitution through small manufacturing.

mARTN ERSHIP, 1966-2016
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Road construction from Vientiane capital to Vientiane province, 1980s

t§11mnjmnumsnmajajﬁnmuﬁsgﬁjajj, gud 1980

Road from Vientiane capital to Vang Vieng district, 1980s
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azaulidacy, Yzasumalaj)iv gud 1980

Bus station in Vientiane capital, 1980s

yzuiiudaugay, ud 1980

Lane Xang Avenue, Vientiane, 1980s




RKET TRANSITION IN THE 1990s

The 1991 Lao PDR Constitution brought structural adjustment that enabled further progress. ADB supported the
process with policy advice and financing for health care, education, and institutional reform to improve economic
management.

The launch of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Economic Cooperation Program in 1992 underscored ADB and
the government’s growing emphasis on regional cooperation. The GMS program joined the Lao PDR with Cambodia,
Yunnan Province and Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region (Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region was involved in the
GMS Program in December 2004) in the People’s Republic of China, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam.

GMS members agreed to expedite the cross-border movement of goods and services, and in 1999 agreed to develop
the East-West Economic Corridor from Da Nang in Viet Nam, across the Lao PDR, toward the Andaman Sea. The other
two original GMS economic corridors also crossed the centrally located Lao PDR. Other areas for regional cooperation
included agriculture, energy, telecommunications, environmental protection, human resource development, trade,
tourism, and private sector development.

Agriculture still comprised half of the Lao PDR’s economy in 1999, when ADB extended a loan to stabilize slash-and-burn
shifting cultivation, signaling growing concern about environmental sustainability.

Early in the 1990s, a new focus on education improved primary and lower-secondary education, especially girls’ basic
education. ADB helped the government establish the National University of Laos, and supported education reform that
was tailored to the Lao PDR’s needs.

Inadequate health care was a leading cause of poverty in the Lao PDR in the 1990s. The first ADB-supported health
project in the country improved service delivery in rural areas, built health centers, trained health workers, and
established an innovative self-sustaining revolving fund to cover health center operating costs and ensure affordable
supplies of high-quality medication.

mARTN ERSHIP, 1966-2016
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Market in Luang Namtha province, 1990s

Py CONFERENCE ON
M SUBREGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION

Manila 21-22 October 1992
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The Greater Mekong Subregion Economic Cooperation Program launched in 1992 in Manila, Philippines
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Border checkpoint on the Lao PDR’s side of the Second Friendship Bridge,
situated on the East-West Economic Corridor or Route 9 that links the
Lao PDR with Thailand and Viet Nam
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Lao PDR-Viet Nam border checkpoint on Route 9




IUM

The Lao PDR Resident Mission was officially inaugurated
in 2001 by the Lao PDR Prime Minister Bounnhang
Vorachith and ADB’s President Tadao Chino. In the
same year, a new country strategy and program

focused on strengthening rural development and

market linkages, human resource development,
sustainable environmental management, private sector
development, and regional integration.

An ADB-Lao PDR partnership agreement on poverty
reduction launched in 2001 focused on environmental
and social concerns associated with energy projects, and
on expanding water supply and sanitation infrastructure.
Several large grants and loans subsequently deepened
poverty reduction efforts by expanding primary

health care, especially in the impoverished north,

and strengthening health and higher education

services, notably technical and vocational education
and training. Poverty reduction benefited from large
infrastructure projects that extended the electricity
distribution network to poor northern areas, improved
rural roads, promoted community managed irrigation,
and upgraded water supply and sanitation in small
towns. Other projects supported banking reforms and
rural finance.
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ADB-Lao PDR Resident Mission, 2000s
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Lao PDR Prime Minister Bounnhang Vorachith and
ADB President Tadao Chino inaugurated the
ADB-Lao PDR Resident Mission in Vientiane, 2001
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Paklai district hospital, Xayabouly province, 2000s
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Chemistry class at the
National University of Laos, 2000s
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Water supply plant, Vientiane province
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Cooling off with clean, piped water
in Khan village, Luang Prabang
province, 2000s
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Small loans enabled women in Houaphan province to earn incomes from their weaving, 2000s
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Market in Khaenthao district, Xayaboury province, 2000s
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Community-managed irrigation scheme and
rice cultivation, Luang Prabang province, 2000s
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Travelling from Luang Prabang province to
Xayabouly province on improved roads under the

Northern Greater Mekong Subregion Transport
Network Improvement Project, 2000s




In 2005, ADB approved its first private sector loan

in the Lao PDR for the Greater Mekong Subregion
Nam Theun 2 Hydroelectric Project, the largest foreign
investment in the country at that time. The project
involved many stakeholders and was structured to
address environmental and livelihood concerns.

A sovereign loan further supported what was only the
second public-private partnership in the Lao PDR
power sector, destined to become a model for such
partnerships in the GMS. Since the power plant

began commercial operation in April 2010, a revenue
management plan has channeled funds from electricity
exports to a development program to reduce poverty
and improve the quality of life in poor communities.
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A resettlement village in Nakai district,
Khammouan province, 2000s
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Nam Theun 2 power house, Khammouan province, 2000s
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Leaders of six GMS countries including Cambodia, Myanmar, the Lao PDR, the People’s Republic of China, Thailand,
and Viet Nam; and ADB President at the Third GMS Summit, Vientiane, Lao PDR, 2008

In the Lao PDR, the private sector is a driving force

for economic growth which contributes to poverty
reduction in the country. ADB and the government
cooperated to improve the Lao PDR’s business climate
by reforming business registration throughout the
country. Collaboration on banking sector reform
launched in 2002, and on rural finance launched

in 2006, have likewise strengthened state-owned banks.

The GMS program sharpened its focus on poverty
reduction by extending the benefits of infrastructure
development to rural and border areas, addressing
environmental and social implications of economic
growth, broadening civil society participation,

and advocating good governance. The 13th GMS
Ministerial Meeting in Vientiane held in December 2004
endorsed a plan of action with the theme “connectivity,
competitiveness, and community.” Several GMS
economic corridors have generated significant benefits,
resulting in hundreds of kilometers of newly paved
roads, new border crossings, and agreements to
promote trade, tourism, and investment.
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Cash crops plantation for export, Saravane province, 2000s
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The improved Route 3 under the GMS Northern Economic Corridor
linking the People’s Republic of China and Thailand via Luang Namtha
and Bokeo provinces in the Lao PDR, 2000s




IN 2010-PRESENT

The Lao PDR further deepened its involvement in GMS projects

during the 2010s. Following commitments made at the 2004

ministerial meeting in Vientiane, ADB approved in 2010

grants to control communicable diseases, improve subregional

transport, establish biodiversity conservation corridors, and

facilitate cross-border trade in electricity. The following year, mnﬁﬁmnﬁ'nmgazwwﬁ'nﬁ'lﬂn

national leaders endorsed and adopted a 10-year GMS strategic (2a3m2Ju1, 300 1990

framework for 2012-2022 formulated with ADB assistance. Health care is reaching remote,

As improved connectivity risks spreading disease across borders, o nunities ir} Nan distiet
Luang Prabang province, 2010s

an ADB-managed regional trust fund was set up to help

GMS governments develop systems to detect and address threats

posed by avian influenza, drug-resistant malaria, HIV/AIDS, and

other emerging diseases.

The GMS Program provides the framework for agricultural
infrastructure improvements and corridor town development along
the East-West Economic Corridor. Facilities to treat wastewater
and manage solid waste are making towns more livable and reducing
their carbon footprint. In 2015, the GMS finalized an action plan

to facilitate transport and trade, and member countries ratified a
cross-border transport agreement that piloted single-stop customs
inspections at a crossing between the Lao PDR and Viet Nam.
Regional tourism projects have upgraded tourism infrastructure,
established community-based and pro-poor tourism, and marketed
the GMS as a single tourist destination.

Recognizing that the transition to a market-oriented economy
requires greater access to postsecondary education, especially for girls
and the rural youth, the Lao PDR established three new universities

in 2010: Champasack University, Souphanouvong University, and
Savannakhet University. ADB supports government efforts to expand
access to vocational and skills training through several initiatives,
involving private trainers and enterprises, to help build a more skilled
and diverse labor force that meets market demand.

An ADB-supported program launched in 2015 is improving the
delivery of health services—particularly for the poor, women, and
children—and aims to help the Lao PDR achieve universal health
coverage by 2025. Other noteworthy projects could double access to
safe water in selected small towns by 2021, and multiply by twelvefold
bus ridership in Vientiane by 2020.
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Biodiversity conservation corridor in Champasak province, 2010s
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An alternative livelihood activity of villagers living in the
biodiversity conservation corridor, Champasak province, 2010s
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Villagers on Don Det Island in Champasak
established tourism service enterprises to earn
income for their families, 2010s
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Improved access to the Kuangsi Waterfall in
Luang Prabang province boosted tourism growth
and economic opportunities, 2010s
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Learning and teaching at
Champasack University, 2010s
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Workshop at Technical School of
Vientiane province, 2010s

Workshop at Dongkhamxang Agriculture
Technical School, Vientiane capital, 2010s
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Workshop at Champasak
Technical-Vocational College,
Champasak province, 2010s
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Louangnamtha Airport improved by the Greater Mekong Subregion:
Mekong Tourism Development Project, 2010s

50 YEARS AND LOOKING FORWARD

The Lao PDR and ADB have come a long way after 50 years. The past 3 decades (1985-2015) have seen impressive
economic growth for the country. Nominal gross domestic product expanded from $1.1 billion in 1992 to $12.3 billion
in 2015, or by almost eightfold in per capita terms from $250.70 to $1,935. Exports have ballooned from $103 million
to $4.3 billion since the founding of the GMS program, or nearly double the rate recorded across the subregion, though
imports also grew quickly as the population prospered.

According to the Lao Expenditure and Consumption Survey 2012 /13, sustained growth halved the poverty rate
from 46%in 1993 to 23% in 2013. Though 70% of the population continues to farm, growth has rendered agriculture
less central to the economy. Its share declined sharply from 60% of value added in 1990 to 23.2% in 2016, marginally
less than the contribution of either industry or services.

Assistance approved in 2016, including cofinancing for technical assistance and grants, totaled $120.33 million.
By December 2016, ADB assistance to the Lao PDR reached $2.57 billion in loan, grant, and technical assistance,
of which $2.41 billion was for 93 loan projects and 51 grant projects.

Physical infrastructure and social services have improved markedly, as water supply and irrigation systems were
either built or rehabilitated, and education and health services expanded. Dirt tracks have become all-weather
roads that improve access to markets and social services. Self-sufficiency in rice production has been achieved.
Piped water and sanitation improvements delivered by ADB-financed projects have raised health and living
standards. Energy investments have sharply reduced the number of households without electricity and enabled
hydropower exports.

Over the past 50 years, the Lao PDR has achieved dramatic growth, lowered poverty, and improved food security;
health; and education. ADB has been an integral part of this remarkable shift as a trusted and valued partner

of the Lao PDR. As this partnership continues to flourish, ADB will support the government to implement the
Eighth National Socio-Economic Development Plan, 2016-2020, which aims at eligibility to graduate from

least developed country status by 2020; and also help the Lao PDR achieve its commitments to the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals.

-TPARTN ERSHIP, 1966-2016
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TS, 1970-2016
J1 299 (960 (wazmaayd 1970-2016

Amount
Project and Program Loans ($ million) Year Approved
Tha Ngon Agricultural Development 0.98 1970
Vientiane Power Distribution 3.37 1971
Vientiane Power Distribution (Supplementary) 135 1973
Vientiane Water Supply 6.00 1974
Forestry Development 8.00 1978
Casier Sud Pioneer Agricultural 7.00 1979
Agricultural Support Facilities 5.85 1980
Vientiane Plain Rural Electrification 4.30 1980
Vientiane Plain Rural Electrification (Phase II) 6.30 1983
Vientiane Plain Road Improvement 8.00 1983
Xeset Hydropower 1.00 1984
Second Forestry Development 8.00 1984
Second Road Improvement 12.00 1986
Xeset Hydropower 15.50 1987
Third Road Improvement 19.00 1987
Nam Ngum-Luang Prabang Power Transmission 11.00 1988
Agriculture Program Loan 20.00 1989
Fourth Road Improvement 39.00 1989
Financial Sector Program 25.00 1990
Xeset Hydropower (Supplementary) 3.00 1990
Education Quality Improvement 13.30 1991
Fifth Road Improvement 34.00 1991
Southern Provincial Towns Water Supply 9.60 1991
Second Agriculture Program 30.00 1992
Rehabilitation and Upgrading of Vientiane Water Supply 9.50 1992
Nam Song Hydropower Development 31.50 1992
Sixth Road Improvement 26.00 1993
Airports Improvement 15.00 1993
Northern Provincial Towns Water Supply and Sanitation 13.00 1993
Industrial Tree Plantation 11.20 1993
Nam Ngum-Luang Prabang Power Transmission (Supplementary) 4.00 1994
Theun-Hinboun Hydropower 60.00 1994
Primary Health Care 5.00 1995
Vientiane Integrated Urban Development 20.00 1995
Champassak Road Improvement 48.00 1995
Postsecondary Education Rehabilitation 20.00 1995

continued next page
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Amount

Project and Program Loans ($ million) Year Approved
Nam Leuk Hydropower 52.00 1996
Second Financial Sector Program 25.00 1996
Community-Managed Irrigation Sector 14.70 1996
Secondary Towns Urban Development 27.00 1997
Xieng Khouang Road Improvement 46.00 1997
Power Transmission and Distribution 30.00 1997
Basic Education (Girls) 20.00 1998
Shifting Cultivation Stabilization 5.60 1999
Water Supply and Sanitation 20.00 1999
GMS: East-West Corridor (Regional) 32.00 1999
Primary Health Care Expansion 20.00 2000
Decentralized Irrigation Development and Management Sector 15.50 2000
Rural Access Roads 25.00 2000
Vientiane Urban Infrastructure and Services 25.00 2001
Second Education Quality Improvement 20.00 2001
Environment and Social Program 20.00 2001
Banking Sector Reform (TA Loan) 4.00 2002
Nam Ngum River Basin Development Sector 15.00 2002
Banking Sector Reform Program 15.00 2002
Smallholder Development 12.00 2002
GMS: Mekong Tourism Development (Regional) 10.90 2002
GMS: Northern Economic Corridor 30.00 2002
Small Towns Development Sector 16.00 2003
Northern Area Rural Power Distribution 30.00 2003
Roads for Rural Development Project 17.70 2004
Northern Community-Managed Irrigation Sector 10.00 2004
GMS: Nam Theun 2 Hydroelectric (Sovereign) 20.00 2005
GMS: Nam Theun 2 Hydroelectric (Nonsovereign and Risk Guarantee) 100.00 2005
Rural Finance Sector Development Program 7.69 2006
Rural Finance Sector Development Program (Project Loan) 2.32 2006
Northern Region Sustainable Livelihoods through Livestock Development 9.30 2006
Basic Education Sector Development Program 8.90 2006
Secondary Education Sector Development Program 10.00 2011
Nam Ngum River Basin Development Sector (Additional Financing) 5.00 2011
Second Private Sector and Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Development Program (Subprogram 1) 5.00 2011
Smallholder Development (Additional Financing) 5.00 2011
Trade Facilitation: Improved Sanitary and Phytosanitary Handling in the Greater Mekong Subregion Trade 3.00 2012
Pakse Urban Environmental Improvement 24.25 2012
Governance and Capacity Development in Public Sector Management Program (Subprogram 1, Policy-based) 2.50 2012
Greater Mekong Subregion East-West Economic Corridor Towns Development Project (SF) 26.60 2012

continued next page
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Project and Program Loans

Greater Mekong Subregion Flood and Drought Risk Management and Mitigation Project (LAO/VIE) (SF)
Greater Mekong Subregion East-West Economic Corridor Agriculture Infrastructure Sector

Second Private Sector and Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Development Program (Subprogram 2)
Second Private Sector and Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Development Program (Subprogram 2, TA Loan)
Water Supply and Sanitation Sector

Greater Mekong Subregion Tourism Infrastructure for Inclusive Growth

Northern Smallholder Livestock Commercialization

Governance and Capacity Development in Public Sector Management Program (Subprogram 2)

Nam Ngiep 1 Hydropower Project (Nonsovereign Direct Loan)

Nam Ngiep 1 Hydropower Project (Nonsovereign B-Loan)

Vientiane Sustainable Urban Transport

Health Sector Governance Program (Policy-based Loan)

Health Sector Governance Program (TA Loan)

Second Greater Mekong Subregion Corridor Towns Development

Road Sector Governance and Maintenance

Second Strengthening Higher Education

Greater Mekong Subregion Health Security

TOTAL

GMS = Greater Mekong Subregion, LAO = Lao People’s Democratic Republic, SF = Special Fund, TA = Technical Assistance, VIE = Viet Nam.
Source: ADB (December 2016), MyADB, Resources (Loan, TA, Grant and Equity Approvals), Lao PDR at https://Inadbgl.adb.org/cos0001p.nsf

Project and Program Grants

Supporting the Community-Managed Livelihood Improvement

Reducing Poverty Among Ethnic Minority Women in the Nam Ngum River Basin
Solid Waste Management and Income Generation for Vientiane’s Poor

Banking Automation to Support Outreach, Efficiency and Governance
Northern and Central Regions Water Supply and Sanitation Sector

GMS Regional Communicable Diseases Control (Regional)

Sustainable Agroforestry Systems for Livelihood Enhancement of the Rural Poor
Northern Region Sustainable Livelihoods through Livestock Development
Northern Region Sustainable Livelihoods through Livestock Development

Basic Education Sector Development Program - Project Grant

Catalyzing Microfinance for the Poor

Upgrading of ICT and MIS at the Agriculture Promotion Bank

Health System Development

Northern Greater Mekong Subregion Transport Network Improvement

[-44 ] LAO PDRAND ADB: CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP, 1966-2016

Amount

($ million)
24.00
60.00
15.00

4.38
35.00
40.00
21.00
15.00
50.00
94.00
35.00
17.00

6.00
37.00
27.00
16.45

4.00

1,843.54

Total
($ million)

1.00
0.53
1.00
0.65
10.00
6.00
1.50
0.70
3.50
12.66
1.98
0.47
13.00
415

Year Approved
2012
2013
2013
2013
2013
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2015
2015
2015
2015
2016
2016
2016

Year Approved
2001
2003
2003
2004
2005
2005
2005
2006
2006
2006
2006
2006
2007
2007
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Total

Project and Program Grants ($ million) Year Approved
Private Sector and Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Development Program Cluster (Subprogram 1) 5.00 2007
Enhancing Capacity of Local Government Agencies and Lao Women’s Union for Sustainable Poverty Reduction 0.54 2007

in Northern Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Greater Mekong Subregion Sustainable Tourism Development 10.00 2008
Alternative Livelihood for Upland Ethnic Groups in Houaphanh Province 1.82 2008
Developing Model Healthy Villages in Northern Lao People’s Democratic Republic 3.00 2009
Small Towns Water Supply and Sanitation Sector 28.80 2009
Sustainable Natural Resource Management and Productivity Enhancement (ADF Grant) 20.00 2009
Sustainable Natural Resource Management and Productivity Enhancement (SDC Grant) 15.00 2009
Private Sector and Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Development Program (Subprogram 2) 15.00 2009
Strengthening Higher Education 24.80 2009
Health Sector Development Program (Program Grant) 10.00 2009
Health Sector Development Program (Project Grant) 10.00 2009
Northern Greater Mekong Subregion Transport Network Improvement (Supplementary) 27.00 2010
Greater Mekong Subregion Northern Power Transmission 20.00 2010
Northern and Central Regions Water Supply and Sanitation Sector (Supplementary) 6.60 2010
Strengthening Technical and Vocational Education and Training 23.00 2010
Second Greater Mekong Subregion Regional Communicable Diseases Control 12.00 2010
Second Northern Greater Mekong Subregion Transport Network Improvement 20.00 2010
Northern Rural Infrastructure Development Sector 23.00 2010
Greater Mekong Subregion Biodiversity Conservation Corridors 20.00 2010
Secondary Education Sector Development 30.00 2011
Second Private Sector and Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Development Program - Subprogram 1 10.00 2011
Trade Facilitation: Improved Sanitary and Phytosanitary Handling in the Greater Mekong Subregion Trade 11.00 2012
Pakse Urban Environmental Improvement 3.25 2012
Governance and Capacity Development in Public Sector Management Program - Subprogram 1 (Policy-based) 7.50 2012
Governance and Capacity Development in Public Sector Management Program - Subprogram 1 (Project) 6.00 2012
Greater Mekong Subregion Capacity Building for HIV/AIDS Prevention 5.00 2012
Greater Mekong Subregion East-West Economic Corridor Towns Development (ADF grant) 14.23 2012
Greater Mekong Subregion East-West Economic Corridor Towns Development (Cofinancing grant) 0.64 2012
Greater Mekong Subregion Flood and Drought Risk Management and Mitigation 12.50 2012
Water Supply and Sanitation Sector 6.00 2013
Second Greater Mekong Subregion Regional Communicable Diseases Control - Additional Financing 3.00 2015
Vientiane Sustainable Urban Transport 1.84 2015
Greater Mekong Subregion Biodiversity Conservation Corridors - Additional Financing 12.84 2016
Second Strengthening Higher Education 23.47 2016
Second Strengthening Technical and Vocational Education and Training 25.00 2016
Greater Mekong Subregion Health Security 8.00 2016
TOTAL 570.31

ADF = Asian Development Fund, GMS = Greater Mekong Subregion, ICT = Information and Communication Technology, MIS = Management Information System, SDC = Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation.

Source: ADB (December 2016), MyADB, Resources (Loan, TA, Grant and Equity Approvals), Lao PDR at https://Inadbgl.adb.org/cos0001p.nsf
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About the Asian Development Bank

ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is to help its developing member countries
reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of their people. Despite the region’s many successes, it remains
home to a large share of the world’s poor. ADB is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive economic
growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its main instruments for helping
its developing member countries are policy dialogue, loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and
technical assistance.
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