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By LAUREN CROTHERS
AND EANG MENGLENG
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

Political neutrality is lacking
among the country’s civil servants,
and laws need to be amended and
enforced to end partisan abuses
by government employees, the
Committee for Free and Fair
Elections in Cambodia (Comfrel)
said yesterday.

Speaking at the launch of a
Comfrel report on abuse of state
positions by politically aligned civil
servants, Comfrel executive di-
rector Koul Panha and Sok Sam

against such officials.

“We need to punish and talk
about setting up an independent
body to receive complaints on the
abuse of political situations,” Mr.
Panha said.

Mr. Sam Oeun said that it
would be “better to have a com-
mittee” to minimize political inter-
ference by state employees.

Article 37 of the Law on the Gen-
eral Status of Civil Servants prohi-
to work for or against political par-
ties or candidates. But Comfrel
found that in addition to that law

tElection Body Pushes Political Neutrality Law

“There is no clear fine on the
abuse of the article on neutrality,”
Mr. Panha noted. “Charges should
be used.” He added that the Na-
tional Election Committee (NEC)
needed to take a more active role in
enforcing the neutrality of civil ser-
vants such as members of the
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces
and police ahead of June 3 com-
mune elections so that positions of
public trust are not used to influ-
ence the vote toward a particular

NEC Secretary-General Tep
Nytha yesterday conceded that

Oeun, Executive Director of the  being flouted—Comifrel highlight  while his body monitors the elec-
Cambodian Defenders Project, ed as an example Svay Rieng’s  toral law, it doesn't see to the enforc-
said a lack of neutrality among  Provincial Governor Chieng Am  ing of all laws. “NEC enforces the
civil servants could be prevented  who is also acting president of a  rule of law, espedially election law.
by a strengthening oflawsandthe  CPP Youth Working Group—itis We do not break the law, we re-
setting up of an independent body  rare for violations of the political  spect the law, but not all of them,”
to deal with complaints made  neutrality law to even be reported. he said, declining to elaborate.

FCPP Abusing State Property, Election Body Says

BY LAUREN CROTHERS state buildings to conduct party = Chhnang Governor Touch Marim
AND EANG MENGLENG activities, and in another three  handing out gifts at a CPP event.
THE CAMBODIA. DAILY cases, Royal Cambodian Armed  along with other CPP supporters on

The ruling CPP is misusing state  Forces (RCAF) officials appealed to Oci5."[-1ewasus§ngh?spoﬁtimh11
properties to further its political  the public to support the CPP. the party,” Ms. Ravine said. )
agenda, said the Committee for Free The Law on Political Parties states SRP spokesman Yim Sovann said
and Fair Elections (Comfrel) ina  that priests, judges, members of the  that while he had not seen the report,
report that will be released today. RCAF and National Police officers it “reflects reality in socety.”

The report said Comfrel monitors  are free to join political parties, but “We are very concemed that the
had documented 200 instances in  that there cannot be party activity n ~ government and the state become
which state properties and resources  those bodies. Another section of the  tools of the party—the party and the
had been misused by government  law states that government officials  state are the same thing. It's very sim-
officials. Tt found that 120 of the cases  must be neutral in their activities and  ilar to cornmunism,” he said. :
occurred during working hours, with  are forbidden from using their posi- Ek Tha, spokesman for the Press
civil servants taking part in party activ-  tion to take part in political activities. and Quick Reaction Unit at the Coun-
ities and meetings held fo distribute But Kong Ravine, acting coordina-  cil of Ministers, said: “I deny that
gifts to villagers and to campaign. tor at Comfrel, said monitors had raxnt,bmmeﬁ:eCF’Pcb&smtm

Comfrel found three cases of  seenthese rules being repeatedlyvio-  late any rule of law.... Officials and
state buildings bearing the party’s  lated. As just one example, she said ~ governors meet supporters, but we
logo. In 10 cases, the CPP used  that Comfrel observed Kompong  always respect the electoral law.”
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