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Introduction

The General Population Census of Cambodia, 1998 was conducted in March 1998 with midnight of March 3 (00 hours) as reference time. This was the first census in 36 years. The last census was held in 1962.

In an effort to meet frequent demands from data users for small-area statistics, the National Institute of Statistics of the Ministry of Planning has released a CD ROM with aggregated data for every village enumerated in the country.

Since confidentiality of census data must be maintained, especially at these low geographical levels, it was only possible to aggregate part of the census variables, i.e. Age, Sex, Relationship, Marital Status, Literacy, School Attendance, Educational Attainment (in categories), and Housing Amenities. Dissemination of other census variables at village level is not feasible for the reason mentioned earlier.

This dissemination is intended for data-users with good knowledge of microcomputers and database and/or spreadsheet software. The product is in the format of DBF databases, which can easily be converted into Access or Excel files. All the data fields are in absolute numbers and zero-filled. Percentage distributions, ratios, rates and other indicators will have to be worked out by the users themselves. Data Dictionaries, describing in detail the structure of each individual database, are given at the end of this paper. At this stage no cross-tabulations is made available at the village level.

Since there are limitations regarding record length and number of fields per record, and also since not all users may be interested in each data item, it was decided to produce a set of six separate databases. All databases have the same geographical codes (keys) to enable data users to set a relation among the tables.

Geographical Frame

The Geographical frame for the 1998 census followed the defined structure of province, district, commune and village. In total there are 24 provinces in the country which include the municipality of Phnom Penh and the "Krong" or "Towns" of Preah Sihanouk, Kaeb and Pailin. These provinces are divided into 183 districts which are subdivided into 1,609 communes containing 13,406 villages. Census enumeration covered the entire inhabited geographical areas with the exception of a few areas which were inaccessible during the census due to military operations. These areas were: (i) Whole districts of Anlong Veaeng in Otdar Mean Chey province, Samlot in Bat Dambang province and Veal Veaeng in Pousat province (ii) Ou Bei Choan village of Ou Chrov district in Banteay Mean Chey province. The population in these excluded areas is estimated to be about 45,000. The refugee population, temporarily displaced to Thailand, was not included in the census as it was conducted on a de facto basis.

As a result of the above, the village databases on the CD ROM constitute 180 districts, 1,594 communes and 13,339 villages. 

Special Settlements

In addition to the 13,339 villages, certain special settlements were also enumerated in the census. Such settlements were temporary groups of people not forming part of any village. There were in all 377 such special settlements each of which bears a uniform village code of ‘91’. Therefore, the total number of records in each of the databases is 13,716 (13,339 regular villages plus 377 special settlements). 

Urban and Rural

In all provinces, districts containing provincial headquarter towns are treated as urban areas. Krong Preah Sihanouk, Krong Kaeb and Krong Pailin are treated as entirely urban. In Phnom Penh municipality, the four districts or Khands of Doun Penh, Chamkar Mon, Prampir Meakkakra and Toul Kouk are classified as urban. All the remaining areas in the country are treated as rural. Code ‘1’ is assigned to villages in urban areas and code ‘2’ to villages in rural areas.

Geographical codes

The geographical codes adopted for the census are those used by the Geographic Department. The coding scheme originated during the UNTAC period. Since its inception, changes in the administrative division have taken place, e.g. new areas (provinces, districts and communes) have been formed, while others have been merged with existing areas. As a result of these changes, the coding scheme is no longer sequential. For example, in Province 01 Banteay Mean Chey, the first district of Mongkol Borei bears code 02, in province 17 Siem Reab, the districts 05 and 08 were transferred to form part of a new province. The geographical codes therefore may have breaks and should not be confused with serial numbers.

Area names

Most of the area-names used by the census are in conformity with the spelling adopted by the Geographic Department.

Definitions

The following definitions may be noted while referring to the databases:

AGE

Age was recorded in the census in completed years only, as on March 3, 1998.

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

This refers to completed level of education. The classification of educational level adopted in census tabulation is shown below along with the corresponding grades completed within brackets:

Primary Not Completed (1 to 5), Primary (6 to 8), Lower Secondary (9 to 11), Secondary School/Diploma (12 to 13), Undergraduate (14), Graduate/Degree Holder (15) and Postgraduate (16).

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD

Head of household for census purposes is a person recognized as such in the household. In the case of an absentee de jure "Head", the person responsible for managing the affairs of the household at the time of census was regarded as the Head.

HOUSEHOLD:

A household is a group of persons who commonly live together and would take their meals from a common kitchen unless the exigencies of work prevented any of them from doing so.

LITERACY

Literacy is the ability to read and write with understanding in any language.

Databases and Data Dictionaries

There are six village-level databases on the CD plus one database with area-names for the provinces, districts and communes. The names and data dictionaries of each of the databases are given below:

1. V_HHPOP.DBF

Description: A general-purpose, village-level database containing village names, urban/rural classification, and number of households, number of regular households, number of males, number of females and total number of persons in the village.







             Data dictionary of V_HHPOP.DBF
Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

1
PROVINCE
Province code
2
1

2
DISTRICT
District code    

2
3

3
COMMUNE
Commune code
2
5

4
VILLAGE
Village code (91 for special settlements)
2
7

5
URBRUR
1= Urban and 2 = Rural
1
9

6
VILLNAME
Village name
30
10

7
TOTHH
Total number of Households (all Household Types)
5
40

8
REGHH
Number of regular (normal) Households
5
45

9
MALES
Number of males in the village
5
50

10
FEMALES
Number of females in the village
5
55

11
PERSONS
Total number of persons in the village
5
60

2. V_RELMAR.DBF

Description: A village-level database on Relationship to Head of Household and Marital Status for all Males and Females in the village.







           Data dictionary of V_RELMAR.DBF
Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

1
PROVINCE
Province code
2
1

2
DISTRICT
District code    

2
3

3
COMMUNE
Commune code
2
5

4
VILLAGE
Village code (91 for special settlements)
2
7

5
M_HEAD
Male Heads of Households 
5
9

6
M_SPOUSE
Male Spouses
5
14

7
M_CHILD
Male Children
5
19

8
M_PARENT
Male Parents
5
24

9
M_GCHILD
Male Grand-children
5
29

10
M_OTHREL
Male Other Relatives
5
34

11
M_NONREL
Male Non-Relatives
5
39

12
M_NOTMAR
Number of never-married males
5
44

13
M_MARRIED
Number of married males
5
49

14
M_WIDOW
Number of widowed males
5
54

15
M_DIVOR
Number of divorced males
5
59

16
M_SEPAR
Number of separated males
5
64

17
F_HEAD
Female Heads of Households 
5
69

18
F_SPOUSE
Female Spouses
5
74

19
F_CHILD
Female Children
5
79

20
F_PARENT
Female Parents
5
84

21
F_GCHILD
Female Grand-children
5
89

22
F_OTHREL
Female Other Relatives
5
94

23
F_NONREL
Female Non-Relatives
5
99

24
F_NOTMAR
Number of never-married females
5
104

25
F_MARRIED
Number of married females
5
109

26
F_WIDOW
Number of widowed females
5
114

27
F_DIVOR
Number of divorced females
5
119

28
F_SEPAR
Number of separated females
5
124

3. V_AGEGRP.DBF

Description: A village-level database on Age in five-year age groups for all Males and Females in the village.







          Data dictionary of V_AGEGRP.DBF

Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

1
PROVINCE
Province code
2
1

2
DISTRICT
District code    

2
3

3
COMMUNE
Commune code
2
5

4
VILLAGE
Village code (91 for special settlements)
2
7

5
MAL_0_4
Male persons aged 0 to 4 
5
9

6
MAL_5_9
Male persons aged 5 to 9 
5
14

7
MAL_10_14
Male persons aged 10 to 14 
5
19

8
MAL_15_19
Male persons aged 15 to 19 
5
24

9
MAL_20_24
Male persons aged 20 to 24 
5
29

10
MAL_25_29
Male persons aged 25 to 29 
5
34

11
MAL_30_34
Male persons aged 30 to 34 
5
39

12
MAL_35_39
Male persons aged 35 to 39 
5
44

13
MAL_40_44
Male persons aged 40 to 44 
5
49

14
MAL_45_49
Male persons aged 45 to 49 
5
54

15
MAL_50_54
Male persons aged 50 to 54 
5
59

16
MAL_55_59
Male persons aged 55 to 59 
5
64

17
MAL_60_64
Male persons aged 60 to 64 
5
69

18
MAL_65_69
Male persons aged 65 to 69 
5
74

19
MAL_70_74
Male persons aged 70 to 74 
5
79

20
MAL_75
Male persons aged 75 and above
5
84

21
FEM_0_4
Female persons aged 0 to 4 
5
89

22
FEM_5_9
Female persons aged 5 to 9 
5
94

23
FEM_10_14
Female persons aged 10 to 14 
5
99

24
FEM_15_19
Female persons aged 15 to 19 
5
104

25
FEM_20_24
Female persons aged 20 to 24 
5
109

26
FEM_25_29
Female persons aged 25 to 29 
5
114

27
FEM_30_34
Female persons aged 30 to 34 
5
119

28
FEM_35_39
Female persons aged 35 to 39 
5
124

29
FEM_40_44
Female persons aged 40 to 44 
5
129

30
FEM_45_49
Female persons aged 45 to 49 
5
134

31
FEM_50_54
Female persons aged 50 to 54 
5
139

32
FEM_55_59
Female persons aged 55 to 59 
5
144

33
FEM_60_64
Female persons aged 60 to 64 
5
149

34
FEM_65_69
Female persons aged 65 to 69 
5
154

35
FEM_70_74
Female persons aged 70 to 74 
5
159

36
FEM_75
Female persons aged 75 and above
5
164

4. V_LITEDU.DBF 

Description: A village-level database on Literacy, School Attendance and Educational Attainment.







             Data dictionary of V_LITEDU.DBF

Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

1
PROVINCE
Province code
2
1

2
DISTRICT
District code    

2
3

3
COMMUNE
Commune code
2
5

4
VILLAGE
Village code (91 for special settlements)
2
7

5
M_LIT_7
Literate Males aged 7 and above 
5
9

6
M_LIT_15
Literate Males aged 15 and above 
5
14

7
M_LIT10_14
Literate Males aged 10 to 14 
5
19

8
M_LIT15_19
Literate Males aged 15 to 19 
5
24

9
M_ATT_NOW
Males who are Attending School Now 
5
29

10
M_ATT_PAST
Males who Attended School in the Past
5
34

11
M_ATT_NEV
Males who Never Attended School
5
39

12
M_ATT_6
Males aged 6 who are Attending School Now 
5
44

13
M_ATT_7
Males aged 7 who are Attending School Now 
5
49

14
M_ATT_8
Males aged 8 who are Attending School Now 
5
54

15
M_ATT_9
Males aged 9 who are Attending School Now 
5
59

16
M_GRAD_0
Males aged 15 and above with highest Grade 0 
5
64

17
M_GRAD1_3
Males aged 15 and above with Grade 1 to 3 
5
69

18
M_GRAD_4
Males aged 15 and above with Grade 4 or higher 
5
74

19
M_GRAD_6
Males aged 15 and above with Grade 6 or higher 
5
79

20
M_GRAD_9
Males aged 18 and above with Grade 9 or higher 
5
84

21
M_GRAD_12
Males aged 20 and above with Grade 12 or higher 
5
89

22
F_LIT_7
Literate Females aged 7 and above 
5
94

23
F_LIT_15
Literate Females aged 15 and above 
5
99

24
F_LIT10_14
Literate Females aged 10 to 14 
5
104

25
F_LIT15_19
Literate Females aged 15 to 19 
5
109

26
F_ATT_NOW
Females who are Attending School Now 
5
114

27
F_ATT_PAST
Females who Attended School in the Past
5
119

28
F_ATT_NEV
Females who Never Attended School
5
124

29
F_ATT_6
Females aged 6 who are Attending School Now 
5
129

30
F_ATT_7
Females aged 7 who are Attending School Now 
5
134

31
F_ATT_8
Females aged 8 who are Attending School Now 
5
139

32
F_ATT_9
Females aged 9 who are Attending School Now 
5
144

33
F_GRAD_0
Females aged 15 and above with highest Grade 0 
5
149

34
F_GRAD1_3
Females aged 15 and above with Grade 1 to 3 
5
154

35
F_GRAD_4
Females aged 15 and above with Grade 4 or higher 
5
159

36
F_GRAD_6
Females aged 15 and above with Grade 6 or higher 
5
164

37
F_GRAD_9
Females aged 18 and above with Grade 9 or higher 
5
169

38
F_GRAD_12
Females aged 20 and above with Grade 12 or higher 
5
174

5. V_HHCHAR.DBF

Description: A village-level database on Household Amenities (characteristics) for all Regular (or normal) households in the village. 

   





     Data dictionary of V_HHCHAR.DBF          
Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

1
PROVINCE
Province code
2
1

2
DISTRICT
District code    

2
3

3
COMMUNE
Commune code
2
5

4
VILLAGE
Village code (91 for special settlements)
2
7

5
O_OWNER
Households occupied by Owner
5
9

6
O_RENT
Households with Rented occupancy
5
14

7
O_FREE
Households with Rent free occupancy
5
19

8
O_OTHER
Households with Other occupancy
5
24

9
L_POWER
Households using City power as source of light
5
29

10
L_GENERAT
Households using Generator as source of light
5
34

11
L_POWGEN
Households using City power and Generator
5
39

12
L_KEROS
Households using Kerosene for light
5
44

13
L_CANDLE
Households using Candle as source of light
5
49

14
L_BATTERY
Households using Battery as source of light
5
54

15
L-OTHER
Households using Other source of light
5
59

16
F-WOOD
Households using Firewood for cooking fuel
5
64

17
F-CHARCOAL
Households using Charcoal for cooking fuel
5
69

18
F_KEROS
Households using Kerosene for cooking fuel
5
74

19
F-LPG
Households using LPG for cooking fuel
5
79

20
F_ELECTRIC
Households using Electricity for cooking fuel
5
84

21
F-NONE
Households not using any cooking fuel
5
89

22
F-OTHER
Households using Other main cooking fuel
5
94

23
TOILET
Households with toilet facility available
5
99

24
NO_TOILET
Households with toilet facility not available
5
104

25
W_PIPE
Households using Piped drinking water 
5
109

26
W-TUBE
Households using Tube/Pipe Well drinking water
5
114

27
W-WELL
Households using Dug well for drinking water
5
119

28
W-RIVER
Households using Spring/River for drinking water
5
124

29
W-BUY
Households using Bought drinking water
5
129

30
W_OTHER
Households using Other source of drinking water
5
134

31
ROOM_1
Households with 1 room occupied
5
139

32
ROOM_2
Households with 2 rooms occupied
5
144

33
ROOM_3
Households with 3 rooms occupied
5
149

34
ROOM_4
Households with 4 rooms occupied
5
154

35
ROOM_5
Households with 5 rooms occupied
5
159

36
ROOM_6
Households with 6 rooms occupied
5
164

37
ROOM_7
Households with 7 rooms occupied
5
169

38
ROOM_8
Households with 8 or more rooms occupied
5
174

39
ROOM_NR
Households with No. of rooms Not Reported    
5
179

6. V_AGESIN.DBF

Description: A village-level database on Age in single years for Males and Females Aged 5 to 24.







          Data dictionary of V_AGESIN.DBF

Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

1
PROVINCE
Province code
2
1

2
DISTRICT
District code    

2
3

3
COMMUNE
Commune code
2
5

4
VILLAGE
Village code (91 for special settlements)
2
7

5
MAL_5
Male persons aged 5 
5
9

6
MAL_6
Male persons aged 6 
5
14

7
MAL_7
Male persons aged 7 
5
19

8
MAL_8
Male persons aged 8 
5
24

9
MAL_9
Male persons aged 9 
5
29

10
MAL_10
Male persons aged 10 
5
34

11
MAL_11
Male persons aged 11 
5
39

12
MAL_12
Male persons aged 12 
5
44

13
MAL_13
Male persons aged 13 
5
49

14
MAL_14
Male persons aged 14 
5
54

15
MAL_15
Male persons aged 15 
5
59

16
MAL_16
Male persons aged 16 
5
64

17
MAL_17
Male persons aged 17 
5
69

18
MAL_18
Male persons aged 18 
5
74

19
MAL_19
Male persons aged 19 
5
79

20
MAL_20
Male persons aged 20
5
84

21
MAL_21
Male persons aged 21
5
89

22
MAL_22
Male persons aged 22
5
94

23
MAL_23
Male persons aged 23
5
99

24
MAL_24
Male persons aged 24
5
104

25
FEM_5
Female persons aged 5 
5
109

26
FEM_6
Female persons aged 6 
5
114

27
FEM_7
Female persons aged 7 
5
119

28
FEM_8
Female persons aged 8 
5
124

29
FEM_9
Female persons aged 9 
5
129

30
FEM_10
Female persons aged 10 
5
134

31
FEM_11
Female persons aged 11 
5
139

32
FEM_12
Female persons aged 12 
5
144

33
FEM_13
Female persons aged 13 
5
149

34
FEM_14
Female persons aged 14 
5
154

35
FEM_15
Female persons aged 15 
5
159

36
FEM_16
Female persons aged 16 
5
164

37
FEM_17
Female persons aged 17 
5
169

38
FEM_18
Female persons aged 18 
5
174

Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

39
FEM_19
Female persons aged 19 
5
179

40
FEM_20
Female persons aged 20
5
184

41
FEM_21
Female persons aged 21
5
189

42
FEM_22
Female persons aged 22
5
194

43
FEM_23
Female persons aged 23
5
199

44
FEM_24
Female persons aged 24
5
204

7. AREANAME.DBF

Description: An auxiliary database containing the names for the provinces, districts and communes in Cambodia.







          Data dictionary of AREANAME.DBF
Field

No.
Field

Name
Description
Field

Length
Start

1
PROVINCE
Province code
2
1

2
DISTRICT
District code    

2
3

3
COMMUNE
Commune code
2
5

4
NAME
Province, District, Commune name
30
7

Notes on some of the Data Items

In the database on Literacy, School Attendance and Educational Attainment (V_LITEDU.DBF), the fields M_GRADE_0 and F_GRADE_0 refer to Males and Females aged 15 and above who are attending school now or attended in the past without having completed a grade.

In the same database and with reference to the fields M_GRAD_4, F_GRAD_4, M_GRAD_6, F_GRAD_6, M_GRAD_9, F_GRAD_9, M_GRAD_12 and F_GRAD_12, it should be noted that the highest attainable level is ‘16’ (Post-graduate). In the census code ‘17’ was used for ‘Other education’ and code ‘99’ for ‘Not Reported’. Such attainment is not included in aforementioned data items.

The database on Housing characteristics (V_HHCHAR.DBF) only applies to Regular or normal household types. The census did not collect housing information for other Household types such as Institutions, Homeless, Boat and Transient.

In the AREANAME.DBF database, the coding structure is as follows:

Province
District
Commune
Name

01
00
00
Name of Province ‘01’

01
02
00
Name of District ‘02’ in Province ‘01’

01
02
01
Name of Commune ‘01’ in District ‘01’ of Province ‘01’

02
00
00
Name of Province ‘02’

03
06
00
Name of District ‘06’ in Province ‘03’

04
06
03
Name of Commune ‘03’ in District ‘06’ of Province ‘04’

It may be observed that for Province names, both the District and Commune codes are ‘00’. For the District names, the Commune code is ‘00’, while for the Commune names all codes are filled. 
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