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The Environmental Conservation Law
The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Law No. 9/2012
The 8th Waxing Day of Tagu, 1373 M. E.
(30* March, 2012)

The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw hereby enacts this Law:

Chapter I
Title and Definition

This Law shall be called the Environmental Conservation

Law.

The following expressions contained in this Law shall have

the meanings given hereunder:

(a)  Environment meansthe physical factorsinthehuman
environment, including land, water, atmosphere,
climate, sound, odour, taste, the biological factors of
various animals and plants and historical, cultural,

social and aesthetic factors;
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)
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Environmental Quality means the balance of nature
including man made objects and also animals, plants,
natural resources for the benefit of sustainability of

nature and human beings;

Environmental Quality Standard means the
parameters of general quality for enhancement
and conservation of environmental quality for

environmental situations;

Environmental Audit means periodic, systematically
documented and objective evaluation to determine

the followings:

(i) correspond with regulatory requirements on

environmental conservation;
(ii)  environmental management system;
(iii)  various possible environmental risks to the
buildings, plots and premises.
Pollution means any direct or indirect alteration,
effect of the physical, thermal, chemical or biological

properties of any part of the environment including

land, water and atmosphere by discharging, emitting
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(g)

(h)
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or depositing environmental hazardous substances,
pollutants or wastes so as to affect beneficial use of
environment, or to affect public health, safety or
welfare, or animals and plants or to contravene any
condition, limitation or prohibition contained in the

prior permission issued under this Law;

Noise Pollution means the occurrence of sound unit
which causes annoyance, fatigue, loss of hearing or

interference with the perception of other sounds;

Pollutant means solid, liquid, or vapour which
directly or indirectly alters the quality so as to affect
beneficial use of any segment or element of the
environment or is hazardous or potentially hazardous

to health or causes pollution;

Waste includes solid, liquid, or vapour and also
includes anything which is classified as waste in
accord with this Law including radioactive substance

which is discharged, emitted or deposited in the
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(i)
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environment in such volume, constituency or any

manner which causes environmental pollution;

Hazardous Substance means a substance or
object which may affect health including explosive
substance, substance which may be created and
used as a biological weapon, substance which
may be used as a nuclear weapon, inflammable
substance, oxidizing and peroxidizing substance,
toxic substance, pathogenic substance, radioactive
substance, genetic transforming substance, corrosive
substance, irritating objects, whether chemical or
not, which can be harmful to human being, animal,

plant, property or environment;

Beneficial Use means the use of the environment
or any element or segment of the environment after
making required protections from the adverse effects
of wastes, discharges, emissions and deposits so as to

cause public health, safety or welfare;
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Cleaner Production means the continuous
application of multi-strategy on environmental
conservation to processes, products and services to
improve the use of resource efficiently, minimize
waste, polluted water and emissions and conserve the

healthy nature and human environment;
Control Equipment includes the followings:
(i) any apparatus for collecting waste;

(ii)  any automatic device which can be used for
more effective operation of any equipment;
(iii) any device for indicating or recording

pollution or warning of excessive pollution;

(iv)  any other device or facility used for the

purpose of limitation of pollution;

Ecosystem means the natural system existing living,
non-living substances and plants in compatibility and
the natural environment which have been evolving

due to such system;
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Owner means owner, proprietor, operator in charge,
lessor or receiver of any building, plots, or vehicle, or

heir, trustee or representative of such person;

Occupier means any person in occupation or control

of any building, plot or any part of it, or any vehicle;

Environmental Emergency means the situation
which may affect the safety and health of the public
or the environment and ecosystem if natural or
man-made disaster or pollution is not taken action

immediately;
Committee means the Environmental Conservation

Committee formed under this Law;

Ministry means the Union Ministry assigned by
the Union Government to perform the matters of

environment;
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Department means the relevant Department formed

under this Law.

Chapter 11
Objectives

The objectives of this Law are as follows:

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

to enable to implement the Myanmar National

Environmental Policy;

to enable to lay down the basic principles and give
guidance for systematic integration of the matters
of environmental conservation in the sustainable

development process;

to enable to emerge a healthy and clean environment
and to enable to conserve natural and cultural heritage

for the benefit of present and future generations;

to reclaim ecosystems as may be possible which are

starting to degenerate and disappear;

to enable to manage and implement for decrease
and loss of natural resources and for enabling the

sustainable use beneficially;
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(f)

(g)

(h)
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toenable toimplement for promotingpublicawareness
and cooperation in educational programmes for

dissemination of environmental perception;

to enable to promote international, regional and
bilateral cooperation in the matters of environmental

conservation;

to enable to cooperate with Government departments,
Government organizations, international

organizations, non-government organizations and

individuals in matters of environmental conservation.

Chapter I1I

Formation of the Environmental Conservation Committee

4.

(a)

(b)

(c)

The Union Government shall form the
Environmental Conservation Committee with the
Union Minister for the Union Ministry assigned by
the Union Government as the Chairman and with
suitable members to conserve the environment of the

Republic of the Union of Myanmar;

In forming the Committee, the Vice Chairman,
Secretary and Joint Secretary shall be assigned among

the members of the Committee;

The Union Government may re-form the Committee.
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The Union Government shall stipulate functions and duties

of the Committee to enable to implement the objectives

contained in this Law.

The powers of the Committee are as follows:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

carrying out organizational education and activities

relating to environmental conservation;

suggesting to enable to amend and insert, as may be
necessary, the lessons on environmental conservation
contained in school lessons after coordinating with

the relevant departments;

accepting donations, grants, materials and
technological aids from local and foreign and
managing and using such money, materials and
technologies as may be necessary in environmental

conservation works;

sending suitable suggestions and encouragements
relating to environmental conservation to the relevant
Government departments and organizations;

asking necessary proposals and suggestions from the
relevant Government departments and organizations

for conservation and enhancement of environment;

prohibiting the relevant Government departments

and organizations if the environmental damages
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arise or situations for damage arise and, if necessary,

asking policy to the Union Government;

laying down and carrying out the Myanmar national
environmental policies and other environmental
policies for conservation and enhancement of
environment with the approval of the Union

Government.

Chapter IV

Duties and Powers relating to the Environmental

Consenvation of the Ministry

The duties and powers relating to the environmental

conservation of the Ministry are as follows:

(a)

(b)

(c)

implementing the environmental conservation
policies;

planning and laying down national or regional work
plans relating to environmental management;

laying down, carrying out and monitoring
programmes for conservation and enhancement of

the environment, and for conservation, control and
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