
Exercise
Identify Sector Specific Data
Stories

Summary

1. Module: Introduction to Data-Driven Storytelling1

2. Lesson: Sector specific data stories

3. Sub-topic: Identify Sector Specific Data Stories

4. Objective: Analysing small datasets for interesting stories

5. Time Allotment: 90 minutes

Steps

Learning Context

Related Slides

In this exercise, we will brainstorm story ideas for a small dataset about a different sector.  The

sectors we will cover are:

● Governance/Security: Governance data covers a wide variety of data sets including on

topics such as voting records, campaign financing, parliamentary expenses, transparency

ratings, and procurement. Security data can include everything from monthly crime

statistics to prison populations and judicial sentences.

● Economy/Employment: Economic data can be crucial for citizens to understand not only

the economic outlook of the country but also how to make personal economic decisions

that lead to economic growth and stability. Many economic reports come out regularly

including government budgets and spending reports, inflation rates, economic growth

reports, trade data and business environment surveys.

1 This lesson was adapted from the World Bank's Introduction to Data Literacy training manual by Eva Constantaras,
and adapted by Yan Naung Oak, Open Development Cambodia and Open Development Initiative, and is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. For full terms of use,
see here.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HhRuJfq9_RsFyXKfrE4x5ZUK4dgpH7HaLJE0oLfOZyg/edit?usp=sharing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://thailand.opendevelopmentmekong.net/programmes/data-literacy/


● Health: Public health indicators are a rich source of data to evaluate government

provision of basic services. Good places to start are with data such as the number of

doctors, nurses and hospital beds per 1,000 people, leading causes of death, rates of

child death and maternal death, and spending per capita on health. This data can help

identify where healthcare shortages are most severe and their impact.

● Education: Because of the critical role that education plays in economic and social

mobility, education data is a rich source of stories that can impact the lives of citizens.

Basic education data often includes the percentage of school age children in school at

primary, secondary and tertiary levels, ratio of girls to boys, completion rates and literacy

rates. Often, detailed data is available for individual schools such as test score results by

subject and the number of students transitioning to the next level of education. This data

can be important for parents enrolling their children in schools and governments

interested in equalizing access to education among their constituency.

● Gender: Gender equality is one of the major challenges facing countries across the world.

Gender issues run through all other sectors, from education and economy to health and

environment.  Gender equality helps countries develop in all of the other sectors and thus

can be key to understanding causes of stalled development.

● Human Rights: Human rights and equality data often address the people and issues that

are most neglected by society and government. This includes data about the disabled,

ethnic or religious minorities, women and the elderly. Since these topics and groups are

so rarely discussed openly, these types of data can open a window into the world of

marginalized groups and make their challenges concrete and solutions more tangible.

● Environment/Agriculture: Environmental and agricultural data can be a polarizing topic.

On the one hand, exploitation of natural resources can lead to economic growth in a

country but on the other hand, often local communities are negatively impacted and

precious natural resources are destroyed. Analyzing this data can help citizens weight the

costs and benefits of current environmental policy and advocate for changes.

In Groups

Each group will be assigned a sector and select a related dataset.

1. สิ�งแวดลอ้ม / มลพษิ: สรปุสถานการณม์ลพษิของประเทศไทย ปี พ.ศ. 2561

2. Environment / Energy: รายงานสถติพิลงังานของประเทศไทยปี 2563 / Energy Statistics of

Thailand 2020

3. สขุภาพ / ผูส้งูอาย:ุ ดชันพีฤฒพลงัผูส้งูอายไุทย

4. Human Rights / Anti-Human Trafficking: Progress Report on Anti-Human Trafficking Efforts
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https://www.pcd.go.th/publication/3657/
http://www.eppo.go.th/index.php/th/component/k2/item/16366-energy-statistics-2563
http://www.eppo.go.th/index.php/th/component/k2/item/16366-energy-statistics-2563
http://www.nso.go.th/sites/2014/DocLib13/%E0%B8%94%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A1/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A3/%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B5%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%92%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%9C%E0%B8%B9%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%B9%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%B8%E0%B9%84%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%A2/ActiveAgeingIndex.pdf
http://www.thaianti-humantraffickingaction.org/Home/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020.04.03-RTGs-Progress-Report-for-2020-TIP-Report-final.pdf


Answer the following questions:

1. What problem questions can you answer with this data?

2. What impact questions can you answer with this data?

3. What cause questions can you answer with this data?

4. What solution questions can you answer with this data?

5. Write a brief (150-200 word) story based on your findings and share with the

group.

Assessment

Listen to other groups present.  Be sure to look at their data source as well.  Are they missing any

questions that you would like to ask based on the available data? Listen to their story. Would you

categorize it as a problem story, an impact story, a cause story or a solution story?
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Datasets

Group 1: Skill shortages and skill gaps in Cambodia Labor Market (table 2.3, pg 18 and

Fig 5.6, pg 34)
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http://www.nea.gov.kh/images/survay/ESNS%202017--Final--05282018.pdf
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Group 2. Health: Demographic and Health Survey 2014 (page 151)
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https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR312/FR312.pdf


Group 3: Education: Private and Education statistics and Indicators 2018-2019 ( pg 36, 56, & 58)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/11s9E0dDOboGz35f0xhZMdGIW8bBIG2wh/view
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Group 4: Gender: Leaders in public decision making and politics (pg 4)
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https://www.undp.org/content/dam/cambodia/docs/DemoGov/NearyRattanak4/Neary%20Rattanak%204%20-%20Women%20in%20Public%20Decision-Making%20and%20Politics_Eng.pdf


Group 5:Human Rights: Cambodia Fundamental Freedoms Monitor (pg 19, 23)
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https://cchrcambodia.org/admin/media/report/report/english/Third%20Annual%20Report%20of%20the%20Cambodia%20Fundamental%20Freedoms%20Monitor%202018-2019_ENG.pdf


Group 6: Environment/Agriculture: Census of Agriculture 2013 - World Bank report (pg 11)
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http://www.nis.gov.kh/nis/CAC2013/Final_Report_En.pdf

