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In his April 2014 meeting with the visiting Laotian Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong, Chinese
President Xi Jinping highlighted the need for China and Laos to intensify their comprehensive strategic
partnership to achieve their national development goals. In particular, President Xi noted that Sino-Lao
cooperation should focus on strategic industries like energy and resource extraction, green tourism,
and infrastructure construction. In return, Prime Minister Thammavong confirmed Laos’ commitment to
participating in China’s “Belt and Road” megaprojects.1

Laos’ key national development goal is to bring its population out of poverty, and in so doing, graduate
from the United Nations’ group of Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Even though Laos currently
enjoys GDP growth of almost 7%, this growth is in low-employment sectors like hydropower. The
Laotian government hence aims to achieve poverty alleviation through employment generated by
industrialization, and the government recognizes that the modernization of the country’s infrastructure
will be instrumental to the success of the industrialization effort. With 90,000 Laotians entering the job
market each year, the industrialization and modernization efforts are critical. The Laotian government
hence welcomes China’s “Belt and Road” infrastructure megaprojects, which are expected to help
Laos fulfill these tasks.2

The Opening of Laos

China’s “Belt and Road” transportation and energy infrastructure megaprojects in Laos will build on
earlier transportation and energy infrastructure projects initiated by the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
in the 1990s under its Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) program, which sought to transform the
economies of the Mekong nations (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam) and the
southern Chinese provinces of Guangxi and Yunnan into an integrated market. Indeed, China’s “Belt
and Road” megaprojects in Laos should be recognized as being built on the foundation of the ADB’s
earlier Laotian projects. As the ADB is an international financial institution (IFI) that is under US and
Japanese control, China’s current economic influence in Laos and the region has, as we shall see,
raised Japanese anxieties over what they perceive to be the loss of their influence.3

A good example is the ADB’s work with the GMS region is the North-South Economic Corridor (NSEC)
project that connects Yunnan with Thailand through Laos. The NSEC has facilitated a boom in trade
between China and the GMS economies, with Laos functioning as the key transshipment node. This
boom in trade has been accompanied with an increased Chinese economic presence in Laos, which is
expected to intensify following new Chinese investments under the “Belt and Road” framework. In
historical perspective, China’s economic relations with Laos date from the precolonial Lao kingdom of
Lan Xang, which gained wealth from exchange with the Chinese Muslim caravan trade. The current
migration and settlement of Chinese entrepreneurs and traders in Laos following the establishment of
the NSEC echoes the migration of Chinese settlers into Laos during the subsequent French colonial
period.4

Laos had joined the ADB’s GMS initiative over two decades ago in 1992, following the Laotian
government’s implementation of the New Economic Mechanism (NEM) in 1986, through which Laos
began its transition from a socialist planned economy to a capitalist market economy. Under the NEM,
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Laos not only joined the GMS, but also ASEAN (1997) and the WTO (2013); this gradual opening of the
Laotian economy to foreign trade and investment contributed to its two decades of annual GDP growth
of 6.7%—including 7.6-7.8% growth during the global financial crisis years of 2009-2010—and an
increase in per capita GDP from 329 to 1069 USD between 2001 and 2010. Laos’ strategic asset is its
geographical position as a land bridge between China and the mainland Southeast Asian states of
Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam. This has been deployed in the GMS’ NSEC project as
well as the East-West Economic Corridor (EWEC) project which connects Myanmar and Thailand with
Vietnam through Laos. Laos’ involvement with China’s planned Southeast Asian rail network can be
viewed an extension of the Laotian government’s strategic drive to transform Laos from a land-locked
to a “land-linked” country. However, the current state of Laos’ transportation infrastructure remains
poor, and big improvements are necessary before the country can fully leverage its geographical
location to become the logistics hub for the region.5

The Pan-Asian Railway

China sees the Mekong nations—Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam—as key to the
success of the “Belt and Road.” Economically, this region offers tremendous potential for growth, as
these nations represent a market of over 320 million people, and whose regional trade with China
amounted to over 150 billion USD in 2013. These nations will be involved in the proposed Pan-Asian
Railway that is one of the key Silk Road Economic Belt infrastructure megaprojects. This railway will
connect the southern Chinese city of Kunming with Singapore. From Singapore the railway will travel
up the Malay Peninsula through Malaysia and into Thailand. At Bangkok the railway will split into three
lines that will separately terminate at Kunming. One line will go through Laos; another through
Myanmar; and the third through Cambodia and Vietnam. Laos regards its section of the Pan-Asian
Railway as key to its development, and has flagged the construction project as a major priority in the
nation’s 8th Five Year Plan.6

This rail connection between Kunming and Vientiane will be an infrastructure megaproject in its own
right. The Laotian portion of Kunming-Vientiane line is a high-speed rail line that will involve the
construction of 154 bridges, 76 tunnels, and 31 train stations. The project will cost an estimated 7
billion USD, which will be paid for by the Laotian government with concessionary loans from China,
with Laos’ mineral wealth as collateral. Experts from the ADB and the World Bank feel that this will put
Laos at an unreasonable level of debt, as the loans will amount to almost 90% of the country’s annual
GDP, transforming Laos into one of the world’s most indebted countries. While the Laotian government
sees this debt burden as a short-term sacrifice that will benefit the country in the long run, Laos’
growing indebtedness puts it at high risk of a Greek-style external debt crisis.7

To facilitate the implementation of China’s projects in Laos, various financial instruments have been
established, including a Sino-Lao joint venture between Yunnan’s Fudian Bank and Laos’ Foreign
Trade Bank. China’s Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), of which Laos is a founding member,
is expected to offer additional lines of financing for “Belt and Road” projects once it starts operations at
the end of 2015. In the case of the Kunming-Vientiane high-speed rail line, the Laotian and Chinese
governments have set up a joint company which will implement the megaproject. China Railway Group
has expressed confidence that it will win the construction contract given the heavy Chinese financing.8

“Turning Land into Capital”

Laos’ strategic geographical position has made it one of the key destinations for Chinese foreign direct
investment (FDI). China was Laos’ top investor in 2014, with over 5 billion USD invested in the country.
China has also become Laos’ largest export market, and Sino-Lao bilateral trade reached 3.6 billion
USD in 2014, a 32% increase from the previous year. This is poised to increase with the involvement of
Laos in the “Belt and Road.” The Chinese conglomerate CITIC, for example, will invest over 700 billion
RMB in China’s “Belt and Road” projects, including projects in Laos. Chinese FDI in sectors like
agriculture, hydropower, mining, timber, and tourism (including casinos) fits with the Laotian



government’s development strategy dating from the 1990s of “turning land into capital,” through which
land is monetized through leases and resource extraction. The arrival of Chinese investment and know-
how was welcomed by the Laotian government as the economy was expected to benefit not just from
the increased revenue but also from the human capital development that would come from the transfer
of knowledge and skills from Chinese experts, especially with regard to the best methods for the
optimal exploitation of Laos’ natural resources. The rubber boom of the 2000s offers a good example of
Sino-Lao cooperation, as these joint ventures between Lao state firms and Chinese enterprises
replaced indigenous opium fields with commercial rubber plantations. Not only did the Laotian
economy benefit from the revenue from the cash crop, the local labour force enjoyed regular wages
and increased their agricultural expertise.9

China is also one of Laos’ top donors of overseas development aid (ODA). Chinese ODA generally
consists of grants and low- or no-interest loans. Approximately half of China’s ODA to Laos is spent on
the development of transportation infrastructure, for example the 33 million USD construction of the 70
km section of Road 3 which runs from Luang Namtha and Borkeo provinces to the Chinese border. A
recent study of the socio-economic impact of China’s Road 3 project confirms the beneficial effect of
poverty alleviation arising from increased trade and investment leading to employment and income
generation opportunities for the local population. Mirroring the pattern of Sino-Cambodian relations, the
increased economic assistance provided by China to Laos will be matched with military assistance and
security cooperation.10

In the energy sector, Laos is estimated to have the potential to generate 26,500 MW of hydropower, of
which 18,000 MW is technically exploitable. To unlock this hydropower potential and transform Laos
into the “battery of Southeast Asia,” the Laotian government has ambitious plans to build 70 dams
along the tributaries of the Mekong River. Many of these are being or will be constructed by Chinese
hydropower firms. Laos is already exporting electricity generated from its hydropower dams to
Thailand, and the revenue generated from hydropower could go far to help Laos achieve its goal of
leaving the ranks of the world’s LDCs. At present, Laos is moving ahead with the construction of the
controversial Don Sahong hydropower dam. While the developer is Malaysia’s Mega First Corporation,
Mega First is negotiating with China’s Sinohydro Corporation over the construction. Not only have
experts warned that Don Sahong could drive the endangered Irrawaddy dolphin into extinction, the
potential threat the dam poses to downstream fisheries could trigger a diplomatic crisis with Cambodia,
Thailand, and Vietnam.11

The Reassertion of Japanese Influence

The increased Chinese economic presence in Laos and the Mekong nations has triggered concerns
among the Japanese of the perceived threat to their traditional influence in the region. This has
prompted the Japanese government to offer an additional 6.17 billion USD in ODA to the five Mekong
nations. The Japanese government had earlier infused the ADB with an additional 110 billion USD in
funds, in response to the coming challenge posed by China’s AIIB. The Japanese government has
sought to differentiate ADB-funded projects from the AIIB’s with the rhetoric of “quality,” even though
there is no evidence that the AIIB, which has yet to select its projects, will ignore quality in its selection
process. As the receipt of ODA and FDI is not a zero-sum game, the likely result of this competition
between China and Japan will be a welcome increase in funding options for Laos and the other
beneficiary nations. As Indonesian Finance Minister Bambang Brodjonegoro has pointed out, Asia’s
infrastructure needs are too great for the world’s existing IFIs to fully fund, and new IFIs like the AIIB will
be needed to fill the funding gap. Laos offers a good example. Even though Japan is Laos’ largest ODA
donor, the Japanese government and the ADB have no interest in funding the Kunming-Vientiane high-
speed rail project, thereby opening a funding gap which, as we have seen, China has filled.12

References:

“‘Belt and Road’ initiatives energize China’s neighborhood diplomacy.” Xinhua, July 27, 2015. Accessed
July 27, 2015. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-07/27/c_134450899.htm.



“China: 57 Countries to be Founding Members of AIIB.” Reuters, April 15, 2015. Accessed July 30,
2015. http://www.voanews.com/content/reu-china-says-57-countries-to-be-founding-members-of-
aiib/2719726.html.

“China sees more exports, investment along Belt and Road.” Xinhua, July 7, 2015. Accessed July 27,
2015. http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2015-07/07/content_21202417.htm.

“China, Laos pledge closer military ties.” Xinhua, July 8, 2015. Accessed July 28, 2015.
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/931055.shtml.

“China’s CITIC to invest $113 billion for ‘Silk Road’ investments.” Reuters, June 24, 2015. Accessed
July 27, 2015. http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/06/24/china-citic-investments-
idUSL3N0ZA3AH20150624.

“Construction of Pan-Asian railway in SE Asia restarts due to China’s Silk Road initiative.” China Daily
Mail, April 28, 2015. Accessed July 27, 2015. http://chinadailymail.com/2015/04/28/construction-of-pan-
asian-railway-in-se-asia-restarts-due-to-chinas-silk-road-initiative/.

Corben, Ron. “Laos Looks to Balance China’s Growing Economic Influence.” VOA, April 23, 2015.
Accessed July 27, 2015. http://www.voanews.com/content/laos-looks-to-balance-china-growing-
economic-influence/2731417.html.

Delauney, Guy. “Laos hydropower a ‘battery’ for power-hungry region.” BBC, December 10, 2010.
Accessed July 27, 2015. http://www.bbc.com/news/11962210.

Eimer, David. “China’s 120mph railway arriving in Laos.” The Telegraph, January 14, 2014. Accessed
July 28, 2015. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/laos/10572583/Chinas-120mph-
railway-arriving-in-Laos.html.

Einhorn, Bruce. “In Its Fight for Allies, Japan Writes Big Checks.” Bloomberg, July 17, 2015. Accessed
July 29, 2015. http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-07-16/japan-china-expand-aid-to-asia-in-
fight-for-influence.

“Faced with AIIB, Japan to pump S$147b into ADB.” Today, May 22, 2015. Accessed July 29, 2015.
http://www.todayonline.com/world/asia/faced-aiib-japan-pump-s147b-adb.

Geheb, Kim, West, Niki, and Matthews, Nathanial. “The Invisible Dam: Hydropower and its Narration in
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic.” In Hydropower Development in the Mekong Region: Political,
Socio-economic and Environmental Perspectives, edited by Nathanial Matthews and Kim Geheb: 101-
126. New York: Routledge, 2015.

Groff, Stephen P. “New economic corridors catalyst for connectivity.” China Daily, June 11, 2015.
Accessed July 29, 2015. http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/epaper/2015-06/11/content_20973378.htm.

Hunt, Luke. “The New ‘Battery of Asia?’” The Diplomat, November 1, 2012. Accessed July 27, 2015.
http://thediplomat.com/2012/11/laos-is-damning-the-mekong-river/.

“Japan pledges $6.1B to Mekong nations.” Nikkei Asian Review, July 4, 2015. Accessed July 29, 2015.
http://asia.nikkei.com/Politics-Economy/International-Relations/Japan-pledges-6.1B-to-Mekong-
nations.

JeeRung. “Silence of the dammed.” Mekong Commons, July 12, 2015. Accessed July 27, 2015.
http://www.mekongcommons.org/silence-of-the-dammed/.

Kyozuka, Tamaki. “Laos at the center of Mekong action.” Nikkei Asian Review, March 12, 2015.
Accessed July 27, 2015. http://asia.nikkei.com/magazine/20150312-ASEAN-Linked-lands-meshed-
markets/On-the-Cover/Laos-at-the-center-of-Mekong-action.



“Laos and China to Set Up Joint Company for High-Speed Railway.” RFA, June 5, 2015. Accessed July
30, 2015. http://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-and-china-to-set-up-joint-company-for-major-high-
speed-railway-06042015172519.html.

“Laotian deputy premier aims to firm up $7B project by June.” Nikkei Asian Review, March 4, 2015.
Accessed July 29, 2015. http://asia.nikkei.com/Politics-Economy/International-Relations/Laos?page=2.

Leeber Leebuapao and Saykham Voladet. “Impacts of China on Poverty Reduction in Laos.” In
Assessing China’s Impact on Poverty in the Greater Mekong Subregion, edited by Hossein Jalilian:
385-427. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2013.

Lim, Alvin Cheng-Hin. “Sino-Cambodian Relations: Recent Economic and Military Cooperation.”
Eurasia Review, June 30, 2015. Accessed July 28, 2015. http://www.eurasiareview.com/30062015-
sino-cambodian-relations-recent-economic-and-military-cooperation-analysis/.

Lim, Alvin Cheng-Hin. “The US, China and the AIIB: From Zero-Sum Competition to Win-Win
Cooperation?” Eurasia Review, April 19, 2015. Accessed July 29, 2015.
http://www.eurasiareview.com/19042015-the-us-china-and-the-aiib-from-zero-sum-competition-to-win-
win-cooperation-analysis/.

Nguyen Thi Thuy Anh and Rong Zhongxia. “Interview: Official says China’s ‘Belt and Road’ initiative
inspires development in Laos.” Xinhua, June 23, 2015. Accessed July 27, 2015.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-06/23/c_134348469.htm.

Osborne, Milton. The Mekong: Turbulent Past, Uncertain Future. Crows Nest: Allen & Unwin, 2006.

Otto, Ben. “China-Led Bank to Focus on Big-Ticket Projects, Indonesia Says.” Wall Street Journal, April
10, 2015. Accessed July 29, 2015. http://www.wsj.com/articles/china-led-aiib-to-focus-on-big-ticket-
projects-indonesia-says-1428647276.

Palatio, Mong. “Laos’ Economic Agenda.” The Diplomat, May 12, 2015. Accessed July 27, 2015.
http://thediplomat.com/2015/05/laos-economic-agenda/.

Parameswaran, Prashanth. “The Real Importance of Japan’s New Strategy for the Mekong.” The
Diplomat, July 7, 2015. Accessed July 29, 2015. http://thediplomat.com/2015/07/the-real-importance-
of-japans-new-strategy-for-the-mekong/.

Phak Seangly. “Work picking up at Don Sahong dam site.” Phnom Penh Post, June 30, 2015. Accessed
July 27, 2015. http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/work-picking-don-sahong-dam-site.

Ryall, Julian. “Japan pledges billions to Mekong states to counter China.” Deutsche Welle, July 8,
2015. Accessed July 29, 2015. http://www.dw.com/en/japan-pledges-billions-to-mekong-states-to-
counter-china/a-18570364.

Salvacion, Manny. “China to Enhance Cooperation with 5 Lancang-Mekong River Nations for One Belt,
One Road Project.” Yibada, April 7, 2015. Accessed July 27, 2015.
http://en.yibada.com/articles/24987/20150407/china-lancang-mekong-river-nations-one-belt-one-road-
project.htm.

Sisouphanthong, Bounthavy. “Integration of Greater Mekong Subregion Corridors within Lao Planning,
on National and Regional Scales: A New Challenge.” In Transnational Dynamics in Southeast Asia: The
Greater Mekong Subregion and Malacca Straits Economic Corridors, edited by Nathalie Fau, Sirivanh
Khonthapane, and Christian Taillard: 175-190. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2014.

Stewart, Heather. “Beyond Greece, the world is filled with debt crises.” The Observer, July 11, 2015.
Accessed July 28, 2015. http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/jul/11/beyond-greece-world-filled-
debt-crises.



Tan, Danielle. “China in Laos: Is There Cause For Worry?” Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, May
16, 2014. Accessed July 28, 2015.
http://www.iseas.edu.sg/documents/publication/ISEAS%20Perspective%202014_31%20-
%20China%20in%20Laos%20-%20Is%20There%20Cause%20for%20Worry.pdf.

Tan, Danielle. “Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Uncertain Future.” Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies, 2015. Accessed July 28, 2015.
http://www.iseas.edu.sg/documents/publication/TRS7_15.pdf.

Tan, Danielle. “The ‘Casino Strategy’ in Laos and Cambodia: a Risky Bet on the Future.” GIS Asie, July
1, 2015. Accessed July 28, 2015. http://www.reseau-asie.com/article-en/months-articles-
archive/reseau-asie-s-editorial/casino-strategy-laos-cambodia-risky-bet-on-future-danielle-tan/.

Toh Han Shih. “China Railway Group sees One Belt, One Road boosting overseas revenue.” South
China Morning Post, April 9, 2015. Accessed July 27, 2015. http://www.scmp.com/business/china-
business/article/1762591/china-railway-group-sees-one-belt-one-road-boosting-overseas.

Townsend-Gault, Ian. “The China-Laos Boundary: Lan Xang Meets the Middle Kingdom.” In Beijing’s
Power and China’s Borders: Twenty Neighbors in Asia, edited by Bruce A. Elleman, Stephen Kotkin,
and Clive Schofield: 142-153. London: M. E. Sharpe, 2013.

Trandem, Ame. “Dam diplomacy on the Mekong.” Phnom Penh Post, January 26, 2015. Accessed July
27, 2015. http://www.phnompenhpost.com/analysis-and-op-ed/dam-diplomacy-mekong.

“Vientiane Holds the 7th Meeting of China-Laos Trade and Economic Joint Commission.” Ministry of
Commerce of the People’s Republic of China, June 1, 2015. Accessed July 27, 2015.
http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/article/newsrelease/significantnews/201506/20150601005747.shtml.

Wright, Tom. “With Development Bank, China Challenges Japan’s Role in Asia.” Wall Street Journal,
March 24, 2015. Accessed July 30, 2015. http://www.wsj.com/articles/with-development-bank-china-
challenges-japans-role-in-asia-1427197698.

“Xi Jinping Meets with Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong of Laos.” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Republic of China, April 11, 2014. Accessed July 27, 2015.
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1147255.shtml.

“Yunnan to function as transport, finance channel of Belt-Road initiative.” CCTV, May 28, 2015.
Accessed July 27, 2015. http://newscontent.cctv.com/NewJsp/news.jsp?fileId=298093.

Notes:
1.“Xi Jinping Meets with Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong of Laos,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Republic of China, April 11, 2014, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1147255.shtml.

2 Nguyen Thi Thuy Anh and Rong Zhongxia, “Interview: Official says China’s ‘Belt and Road’ initiative
inspires development in Laos,” Xinhua, June 23, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-06/23/c_134348469.htm. Mong Palatio, “Laos’ Economic
Agenda,” The Diplomat, May 12, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015, http://thediplomat.com/2015/05/laos-
economic-agenda/. Ron Corben, “Laos Looks to Balance China’s Growing Economic Influence,” VOA,
April 23, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015, http://www.voanews.com/content/laos-looks-to-balance-china-
growing-economic-influence/2731417.html.

3 Danielle Tan, “The ‘Casino Strategy’ in Laos and Cambodia: a Risky Bet on the Future,” GIS Asie,
July 1, 2015, accessed July 28, 2015, http://www.reseau-asie.com/article-en/months-articles-
archive/reseau-asie-s-editorial/casino-strategy-laos-cambodia-risky-bet-on-future-danielle-tan/. Tom
Wright, “With Development Bank, China Challenges Japan’s Role in Asia,” Wall Street Journal, March
24, 2015, accessed July 30, 2015, http://www.wsj.com/articles/with-development-bank-china-



challenges-japans-role-in-asia-1427197698.

4 Danielle Tan, “China in Laos: Is There Cause For Worry?” Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, May
16, 2014, accessed July 28, 2015,
http://www.iseas.edu.sg/documents/publication/ISEAS%20Perspective%202014_31%20-
%20China%20in%20Laos%20-%20Is%20There%20Cause%20for%20Worry.pdf. Danielle Tan,
“Chinese Engagement in Laos: Past, Present, and Uncertain Future,” Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies, 2015, accessed July 28, 2015, http://www.iseas.edu.sg/documents/publication/TRS7_15.pdf.

5 Bounthavy Sisouphanthong, “Integration of Greater Mekong Subregion Corridors within Lao
Planning, on National and Regional Scales: A New Challenge,” in Transnational Dynamics in Southeast
Asia: The Greater Mekong Subregion and Malacca Straits Economic Corridors, ed. Nathalie Fau,
Sirivanh Khonthapane, and Christian Taillard (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2014):
175-187. Ian Townsend-Gault, “The China-Laos Boundary: Lan Xang Meets the Middle Kingdom,” in
Beijing’s Power and China’s Borders: Twenty Neighbors in Asia, ed. Bruce A. Elleman, Stephen Kotkin,
and Clive Schofield (London: M. E. Sharpe, 2013): 143. Stephen P. Groff, “New economic corridors
catalyst for connectivity,” China Daily, June 11, 2015, accessed July 29, 2015,
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/epaper/2015-06/11/content_20973378.htm. “‘Belt and Road’ initiatives
energize China’s neighborhood diplomacy,” Xinhua, July 27, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2015-07/27/c_134450899.htm. Tamaki Kyozuka, “Laos at the center
of Mekong action,” Nikkei Asian Review, March 12, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://asia.nikkei.com/magazine/20150312-ASEAN-Linked-lands-meshed-markets/On-the-Cover/Laos-
at-the-center-of-Mekong-action.

6 Manny Salvacion, “China to Enhance Cooperation with 5 Lancang-Mekong River Nations for One
Belt, One Road Project,” Yibada, April 7, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://en.yibada.com/articles/24987/20150407/china-lancang-mekong-river-nations-one-belt-one-road-
project.htm. “Construction of Pan-Asian railway in SE Asia restarts due to China’s Silk Road initiative,”
China Daily Mail, April 28, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://chinadailymail.com/2015/04/28/construction-of-pan-asian-railway-in-se-asia-restarts-due-to-
chinas-silk-road-initiative/.

7 Tan, “China in Laos.” Corben, “Laos Looks to.” David Eimer, “China’s 120mph railway arriving in
Laos,” The Telegraph, January 14, 2014, accessed July 28, 2015,
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/laos/10572583/Chinas-120mph-railway-arriving-in-
Laos.html. Heather Stewart, “Beyond Greece, the world is filled with debt crises,” The Observer, July
11, 2015, accessed July 28, 2015, http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/jul/11/beyond-greece-
world-filled-debt-crises.

8 Corben, “Laos Looks to.” “Yunnan to function as transport, finance channel of Belt-Road initiative,”
CCTV, May 28, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015, http://newscontent.cctv.com/NewJsp/news.jsp?
fileId=298093. “China: 57 Countries to be Founding Members of AIIB,” Reuters, April 15, 2015,
accessed July 30, 2015, http://www.voanews.com/content/reu-china-says-57-countries-to-be-founding-
members-of-aiib/2719726.html. “Laos and China to Set Up Joint Company for High-Speed Railway,”
RFA, June 5, 2015, accessed July 30, 2015, http://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-and-china-to-
set-up-joint-company-for-major-high-speed-railway-06042015172519.html. Toh Han Shih, “China
Railway Group sees One Belt, One Road boosting overseas revenue,” South China Morning Post, April
9, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015, http://www.scmp.com/business/china-
business/article/1762591/china-railway-group-sees-one-belt-one-road-boosting-overseas.

9 Tan, “Chinese Engagement in.” “China sees more exports, investment along Belt and Road,” Xinhua,
July 7, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015, http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2015-
07/07/content_21202417.htm. “China’s CITIC to invest $113 billion for ‘Silk Road’ investments,”
Reuters, June 24, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015, http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/06/24/china-citic-
investments-idUSL3N0ZA3AH20150624. “Vientiane Holds the 7th Meeting of China-Laos Trade and



Economic Joint Commission,” Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China, June 1, 2015,
accessed July 27, 2015,
http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/article/newsrelease/significantnews/201506/20150601005747.shtml.

10 Leeber Leebuapao and Saykham Voladet, “Impacts of China on Poverty Reduction in Laos,” in
Assessing China’s Impact on Poverty in the Greater Mekong Subregion, ed. Hossein Jalilian
(Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2013): 414-422. “China, Laos pledge closer military
ties,” Xinhua, July 8, 2015, accessed July 28, 2015, http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/931055.shtml.
Alvin Cheng-Hin Lim, “Sino-Cambodian Relations: Recent Economic and Military Cooperation,”
Eurasia Review, June 30, 2015, accessed July 28, 2-15, http://www.eurasiareview.com/30062015-sino-
cambodian-relations-recent-economic-and-military-cooperation-analysis/.

11 Tan, “China in Laos.” Corben, “Laos Looks to.” Ame Trandem, “Dam diplomacy on the Mekong,”
Phnom Penh Post, January 26, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/analysis-and-op-ed/dam-diplomacy-mekong. JeeRung, Silence of the
dammed, Mekong Commons, July 12, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://www.mekongcommons.org/silence-of-the-dammed/. Phak Seangly, “Work picking up at Don
Sahong dam site,” Phnom Penh Post, June 30, 2015, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/work-picking-don-sahong-dam-site. Milton Osborne, The
Mekong: Turbulent Past, Uncertain Future (Crows Nest: Allen & Unwin, 2006): 268-271. Luke Hunt,
“The New ‘Battery of Asia?’” The Diplomat, November 1, 2012, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://thediplomat.com/2012/11/laos-is-damning-the-mekong-river/. Guy Delauney, “Laos hydropower a
‘battery’ for power-hungry region,” BBC, December 10, 2010, accessed July 27, 2015,
http://www.bbc.com/news/11962210. Kim Geheb, Niki West, and Nathanial Matthews, “The Invisible
Dam: Hydropower and its Narration in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic,” in Hydropower
Development in the Mekong Region: Political, Socio-economic and Environmental Perspectives, ed.
Nathanial Matthews and Kim Geheb (New York: Routledge, 2015): 101.

12 Wright, “With Development Bank.” Julian Ryall, “Japan pledges billions to Mekong states to counter
China,” Deutsche Welle, July 8, 2015, accessed July 29, 2015, http://www.dw.com/en/japan-pledges-
billions-to-mekong-states-to-counter-china/a-18570364. Prashanth Parameswaran, “The Real
Importance of Japan’s New Strategy for the Mekong,” The Diplomat, July 7, 2015, accessed July 29,
2015, http://thediplomat.com/2015/07/the-real-importance-of-japans-new-strategy-for-the-mekong/.
Bruce Einhorn, “In Its Fight for Allies, Japan Writes Big Checks,” Bloomberg, July 17, 2015, accessed
July 29, 2015, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-07-16/japan-china-expand-aid-to-asia-in-
fight-for-influence. “Japan pledges $6.1B to Mekong nations,” Nikkei Asian Review, July 4, 2015,
accessed July 29, 2015, http://asia.nikkei.com/Politics-Economy/International-Relations/Japan-
pledges-6.1B-to-Mekong-nations. “Faced with AIIB, Japan to pump S$147b into ADB,” Today, May 22,
2015, accessed July 29, 2015, http://www.todayonline.com/world/asia/faced-aiib-japan-pump-s147b-
adb. Ben Otto, “China-Led Bank to Focus on Big-Ticket Projects, Indonesia Says,” Wall Street Journal,
April 10, 2015, accessed July 29, 2015, http://www.wsj.com/articles/china-led-aiib-to-focus-on-big-
ticket-projects-indonesia-says-1428647276. Alvin Cheng-Hin Lim, “The US, China and the AIIB: From
Zero-Sum Competition to Win-Win Cooperation?” Eurasia Review, April 19, 2015, accessed July 29,
2015, http://www.eurasiareview.com/19042015-the-us-china-and-the-aiib-from-zero-sum-competition-
to-win-win-cooperation-analysis/. “Laotian deputy premier aims to firm up $7B project by June,” Nikkei
Asian Review, March 4, 2015, accessed July 29, 2015, http://asia.nikkei.com/Politics-
Economy/International-Relations/Laos?page=2.


