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Cambodia churns out 4.85 tonnes of dore bars

Cambodia's four official gold producers have pumped out more than 4.8 tonnes of dore bars – a
semi-finished product that is smelted at a mine, usually at about 90 per cent purity – since the
first commercial gold pour took place in June 2021, according to Minister of Mines and Energy
Suy Sem on November 30.

Speaking at a ministerial meeting, Sem reported that Australian-owned Renaissance Minerals
(Cambodia) Ltd in the Okvau area of Mondulkiri province’s Keo Seima district produced over 95
per cent of the bars, weighing a total of 4.598 tonnes.

Delcom (Kampuchea) Pte Ltd and Xinshan Industrial (Cambodia) Co Ltd in Preah Vihear
province’s Rovieng district have minted 0.160 and 0.045 tonnes of gold bars, respectively, while
Xing Yuan Kanng Yeak Co Ltd in Kratie province’s Sambor district has yielded 0.022 tonnes.

The total weight of dore bars produced in the Kingdom has risen to 4,850.050kg as of December
2, according to Ung Dipola, ministry director-general for mineral resources. No breakdown by
company was immediately available.

Dipola told The Post on December 5 that Renaissance ships its dore bars abroad to refine to
99.99 per cent purity, while the other three companies carry out the process locally.

Of note, the Ministry of Commerce’s business directory lists officers with overseas addresses – all
in mainland China – for all three of Delcom Kampuchea, Xinshan Industrial Cambodia, and
Xing Yuan Kanng Yeak, respectively from Guangdong province’s Maoming city; Anhui province’s
Anqing city and Hainan province’s Dongfang and Haikou cities; and Guangdong’s Guangzhou
city.

Dipola confirmed that there are currently only four active gold mining licences, although are a
few additional ones out there for exploration.

Although official commercial gold mining operations are currently confined to the northeastern
provinces of Preah Vihear, Mondulkiri and Kratie, there are exploration activities underway in
Tbong Khmum, Ratanakkiri and Battambang, Dipola shared.

“If the completed surveys find that that there could be enough production potential … then we’ll
start issuing licences,” he said.

Renaissance became Cambodia’s first commercial gold miner, with the first gold pour at the site
on June 21, 2021. The Kingdom expects the project to generate $185 million per annum in pre-
tax cash flow, with $40 million from royalties and taxes transferred to the national budget,
according to Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Contact author: May Kunmakara

Ministry orders all schools, public and
private, to close for SEA Games

From April 20 to May 18, all public and private
educational institutions will be closed to maintain
order and support Cambodia's hosting of the 32nd
SEA Games and 12th ASEAN Para Games, said a
directive from the Ministry of Education, Youth
and Sport. Cambodia will host the

Almost 9K tourists see equinox sunrise at
Angkor Wat

Nearly 9,000 visitors – including 2,226
international tourists – gathered at Angkor Wat on
March 21 to view the spring equinox sunrise,
according to a senior official of the Siem Reap
provinical tourism department. Ngov Seng Kak,
director of the department, said a total of 8,726
people visited Angkor Wat to

Angkor Beer strengthens national pride
with golden new look and fresher taste

Angkor Beer – the "Gold of Angkor" – has a new
look, one that is more stylish and carries a
premium appeal, as well as a fresher taste and
smoother flavour, making it the perfect choice for
any gathering. Angkor Beer recently launched its
new design, one

Water supply authority assures public
shortages over early ‘24

The Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority
(PPWSA) asked for understanding from Phnom
Penh residents in some communes where water
pressure is weak. They assured residents that all
supply issues will be resolved by early 2024, but
have suggested that residents use water sparingly
in the meantime.

PM urges end to ‘baseless’ international
Ream base accusations

Prime Minister Hun Sen urges an end to
“baseless” foreign accusations surrounding the
development of the Kingdom’s Ream Naval Base,
as the US has consistently suggested that the base
is being expanded to accommodate a Chinese
military presence. Hun Sen renewed his calls
while

Khmer ballet documentary debuts April 1

A new documentary, The Perfect Motion, or Tep
Hattha in Khmer, will premiere to the public on
April 1. The documentary film follows two
intertwined storylines: the creation of a show
called Metamorphosis by the late Princess
Norodom Buppha Devi (her very last production)
and the
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Vietnam gold export
tax proposed
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Minister of Mines and Energy Suy Sem shows a dore bar at Xing Yuan Kanng Yeak Co Ltd in Kratie province’s
Sambor district on October 10. PHOTO SUPPLIED
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