
Exercise
Interviewing your data

Summary

1. Module:  Introduction to Data-Driven Storytelling1

2. Lesson: Data Storytelling at its Best

3. Sub-topic: Interviewing the data

4. Objective: Identifying questions that journalists asked of data

5. Time Allotment: 45-60 mins

Steps

Learning Context

Related Slides

In Groups

Read the story assigned to your group:

1. สทิธทิีจ่ะหายใจ สทิธทิีห่ายไป, Green News (TH/EN)

2. รายงานการวเิคราะหเ์บือ้งตน้มลพษิทางอากาศขา้มพรมแดน

3. วจัิยใหมพ่บ กรงุเทพฯไมจ่มทะเลแคร่อบนอก แตจ่ะจมเกอืบทัง้เมอืงใน 31 ปีขา้งหนา้

4. How the Laos dam disaster unfolded, Reuters

5. The gender pay gap explained, Straits Times

Answer the following questions:

● What are the problem questions the author asked of the data?

● What are the impact questions the author asked of the data?

1 This lesson was adapted from the World Bank's Introduction to Data Literacy training manual by Eva Constantaras,
and adapted by Yan Naung Oak, Open Development Cambodia and Open Development Initiative, and is licensed
under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. For full terms of use,
see here.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1f5Dl9FDcBM97itffWDVGfke1jIpE3NibIvwpbAnLz8I/edit?usp=sharing
https://greennews.agency/right-to-breathe/
https://www.greenpeace.org/thailand/publication/6853/satellite-derived-pm25-mapping-report/
https://www.posttoday.com/world/604913
http://fingfx.thomsonreuters.com/gfx/rngs/LAOS-ACCIDENT-DAM/010071FN2TF/index.html
https://graphics.straitstimes.com/STI/STIMEDIA/Interactives/2018/03/dataSTories-gender-pay-gap/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://thailand.opendevelopmentmekong.net/programmes/data-literacy/


● What are the cause questions the author asked of the data?

● What are the solution questions asked of the data?

● Primarily, is it a problem story, impact story, cause story or solution story?

● What additional questions would you ask under each category if you were the

author?

Further Practice

Search for other data stories in local media and identify the questions the author asked of the

data.

Assessment

Participants should be able to differentiate between data questions and regular interview

questions as well as the different data question types. As you listen to other groups, see if they

categorized the questions correctly.
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